Herbert W. Armstrong brings you the plain truth about

todayodos world news and the prophe
of the World Tomorrow!

Origin of Christmas

The Christmas tree. Where did Santa Claus originate anyway? And a lot of people

would think that from what you see in the stores and what you see on your street

corners with men dressed up to let little children think they are

Santa Claus, that it Wwawywldhée € 1usob6 bi
celebrating, and does Christmas really celebrate the birthday of ‘

Jesus Christ? Was He born on December the 25" g

Youdbre going itfo yeusmue pmotseafra 2
offended. Did Paul the apostle of the early Church of the New |
Testament ever celebrate Christmas? Does the Bible tell you to
celebrate Christmas? Do you know what the Bible says about
the Christmas tree? And
it does tell you something
about it.

You know if youdd only stop
doing a |l ot of things you do
You donét know how you came
just like dumb sheep we follow the crowd, and

other people are doing it, and we all do the

same.




Now, we were born in a world that was doing a lot of these things, and we just grew up

doing them, but the day you were born, you di
knowledge whatsoever the day you were
born, and you found € a Christmas tree in
your home. You found that you would get '
toys and presents,and y o u 0 dthem)u s !
given on Christmas time, and you grew up
thinking itbés a pretty

And then you found somehow it was
supposed to be a Christian holiday, and
once in a great while you heard something

about the fact ités supposed to celebrate the
toomuchaboutthat. ] t 6 s t he time to buy a | ot of presen
spree, a commercial season, to make profits for the merchants, of course. And itbdés a

time to get presents, so to give presents, to trade them and exchange them all around,
and everybody thinks that it must be the thing to do.

But why do we do it? Did it come out of the Bible? Did it come from the Church as Jesus
Christ set it in the Church or the apostles did under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit?
You would be surprised. Yes, you will be surprised.

Now, the Protestant world really got it from the Catholics, and where did the Catholics
get it? Well, if you want to know what they say themselves in their

The Plain Truth

About own encyclopedia of where they got it, and they tell the truth about it,
CHRISTMAS

theydore not.Youdl hgwanhtatoalbkad our mo
booklet The Plain Truth about Christmas. Thatis,if you wondét be
offended at the truth because the truth is
going to be a little
you write in for that booklet and just satisfy
your curiosity about it? Where did the
mistletoe come from, the holly wreath, this
custom of exchanging gifts? Do you think
the custom of exchanging gifts came because the wise men
gave qifts to Jesus Christ?

Wh

People buy presents lavishly, as they do every year at the
Christmas season SUPPOSING that they are following the
example of the wise men in giving gifts to Christ. Yet without
realizing it, my friends, they are doing exactly the opposite.




| 6d | i ke you t oBibliaiheda 8aera,tvdiume 12 fpagesm53t185elt says

there," The i nterchange of presents betweegn friend
Christians FROM THE PAGANS. 0 A n d t thiecudtom oftexchasging presents at

Christmas time has NOT A SINGLE trace of Christianity about it, believe it or not.

Did you ever attend a birthday party where all of the guests spent lavishly for birthday

presents, then they came to the birthday party in honor of the one whose birthday it was

and then they began trading gifts

back and forth among themselves

and NO ONE had a SINGLE present

for the person whose birthday it was.

Woul dndét that be an ins
it be a little bit silly? Well, my friends,

that 6s what everybodyos

and they dondét realize
It I dondt think you €
think about it that way yourself. Did

you?

CHRI STMAS ACTUALLY DOES NOT HONOR CHRI STG6S BI
JESUS CHRIST WAS NOT BORN ON DECEMBER THE 25™ or even in that time of

yearr So whose birthday does Christmas cel ebrat
shocked when you find out WHOSE birthday Christmas really does celebrate or when

you find out that it is an OLD festival that was in force and effect as a custom in the

pagan world for hundreds of years before Christ, and then you find out whose birthday it

is supposed to celebrate.

(You may read that booklet, The Plain Truth about Christmas, on the Church of God-
Faithful Flock& web site at http://www.cog-ff.com/booklets/index.htm.)

|l 6d |li ke you to consider about ,tamids I gitwiimdg oft
about time we knew some of the things we do or why we do them and where they came
from and whether we ought to be doing them.

Of course, | Kknow, most people say, AWel |, |l dondt
Perhaps it udloheesrnebbts tgooiynog t o ¢ o,mg friemdstwheme of r €
webre all going to stand before the judgment

coming, and whether we like it or not my friends, and whether this is popular or pleasant
or not to you, there is going to be a lot of weeping and gnashing of teeth when that time
comes, and a lot of people are going to see that a lot of things that they think now does
not make a lot of difference, made all the difference in the world! Not only for God
Almighty, but for them and for their happiness and welfare because the laws of God and



http://www.cog-ff.com/booklets/index.htm

the desires of God so far as your life and mine are concerned, is that we find the way to
happiness and to peace.

And the way that we are doing and the customs that men are following on this earth are
not going to |l ead to peace or to prosperity o
all wrapped up

in a lot of

customs we

dondot know

where they

came from, and

we look at the

poverty, the

squalor, the

unhappiness,

the empty lives

all over this

world, and we

dond6t know why.

Wel | |, I 611 tell you

in the broad principle itodés all copamdthey becaus
think it doesnodot,amalke haryyraei fdfoe mgnaéd e t hings
men.

Now, | dGaying that so fas as Christmas observance and the trading of presents

and all that sort of thing, that it has a direct bearing on all the war and the unhappiness

and all that kind of thing in the world. But | do say that the law of God was set to give us

the way to peace, the way to prosperity, to happiness. Oh, if we could ever realize that

and realize that God doesndét want wus to be | o
and miserable. That doesndét give God any happ
none whatsoever.

Well, now this thing about trading presents back and forth and

foll owing the example of the wise men. Let 6s
mi nute and see what really did happen. It 6s i
chapter and the first 11 dvMatthsve2s and hereds wh

beginning with verse one, and this is excerpts from the first 11
verses. ANow when Jesus was born in Bethlehem
days of Herod the king, behold there came wise men from the east to
Jerusal em, s a¥ethagis bord KNG of the Jews? 6 0

Herodthe Great




