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Zugane, Ore., llondoy evening,
ovenmber 28, 1938.

Dear llarvin:

Some of the girls in the Church, as yoi probably lmnowy---in-
cluding Bobby, Lorinda, and my ovn daughters,---face a serious problom. .

24 Their boy friends are not of their belief, and do not really understand ;

just what they do believe, and why.

.Lhey are findihg that this is a real serious barrier between
them and thelr boy friends~--one that is bound to become more and more
serious. Some of yvou may not fully realize this now---partly because - |
you do not reelize fully just what the girls do helieve, but, whother et
they have made it fully clcar or not, the girls do realize it. It is
easy enough to just say this makes no difference---they can go on
Yesping the Sabbath and believing as they do, and you can believe and
live wour way, and think that you can ignore these religious dirfferencese
And vou might get along nicely a while, bub sooner or later it would
inevitably prove a positibe BARRIER, which must be removed, or it will-
separate youe.

I lmow this, because God I'imself has so ordained i%t, and says
so in the Bible, and also from personal experience. You see, lirs. Aym-
strong came to see the Sabbath truth before I dide I just Lelicved in
God, and in the Bible, but didn't consider myself really religious, or:
have .any real definite concrete beclief---except I was sure she was wrong | .
about the Sabbath and some other thingse. We tried to pget along vwith her 3
¥zening the Sabbath and me having my ideas---and I almost ignored re-~ :
lirion. But it didn't work oubts. And for the one and only time in our
iiv 75, e talked seriously of divorces 3Bocfore teking so serious a step,
I decided it was only FAIR to her to look seriously into just what she
4id believe, and if she was wrong to try to show her where she wras wronge.
I did, and to.my surprlse, I found-she was righte In my case, I accepted ;|
it, too=--and the barrier was removed, and later it b¥ought me into the }
ministry.

tlow MHarvin, you may think you already mow just what Booby .
believes, bubt you know only in a vague and most general way. Lctually,
you Imov and understand very little of what she believes. /e never
wenl inbo these things ruch ab the Young Pecopld s meetings you attendede=-

that is, the real central major bﬁlzef. This not only is part of her :
1ife,--~it IS hor life, and that's why it is so important. -

Beverly star’bed the plan ve have in mind, took it up with Ilarold,
===and while at first he thought he'd just try to study into it alone
by himself, he realized he could not do this, for he doesn't lmow just
vinat Beverly DOES believe, md decided it was only fair to her to at least -
LISTEN, and consider it. Lorinda talked to Claire about it, and he's ooming
too. And so, starting tomorrov---T,esday night---they are both ocoming,
and possibly Lloyd Goldson, too, %ho I'm not surey-—~for a series of - ]
Bible studies at our house, poss:.bly two or three nights a week, vhatever -
they deoide tomorrow night. %o will noced possibly about 12 nights thru . . °
the vinter to fully explain it. ilow this is not to be an ARGRIENT, Neither !
an I going to make any effort vhalever to urge or persuade any of you to
accept what we belleve---norely to EXPLAIN, as cloarly and simply and
briefly as I can, just what we believe, why we keep 'bg,e Sabbatfx, et
You see the idea is not to force you fellows to acoept it. Yhat you be-
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lieve and do is your owm personal right ond privilage---beviicon rou
and vour God, and I have no right to intcrfere, and you have as wuch
rieht to wvour belieﬂ, no mabter what it is, as I have to mine, cven
tho one is right and the other wronge. God's way is not fo force vhat
we believe onto others, but God has called me as Ilis minister to o
explain, amd to tell others Iiis truth, leaving it cntirely to thom as
to whether they see it or accept it or act upon it. Just wanted you
4o Imow that no effort will be made to persuade or urge in any way,
end no pressure brought at alle

The idea is merely thabt it is OHLY FAIR to Lobby, in your case,
to Deverly in larold's, and to Lindy in Claire's, to at lcast como and
hear and consider, and understand WHAT they believe, and YIY, so ;ou
will not misundersbtand---so you can look into it FOR YOURSELVLS, to see
whether you agrees If Bobby is wrong, you surely ought to want to Imow
it, and to find out where and wuny she is wronz, and if possible eiplain
3t +to her and save her from it---beceuse it IS her 1life, nnd it would
be terrible if she wore wrong in it.

Youd see, the girls have heard this, and accepted it, and they .
believe it with all their hearts and souls. Tpat's vhy it's bound to 1
prove a positivp barrier. Tbere's no getting around that fact, snd
vie can't lick pi‘o‘blems of- this kind, Marvin, by ignoring them, or -
trying to dodge them—---only by facing them and meeting thems And surely
it's only fair to her to look ifito it enough to hear what she believes.

Bobby mentioned that she has seen or written you about this
or something, only at that time she did not understand that Ilarold and
Claire and possibly Lloyd were also coming, which, of coursey is an
albogether different thing and I think much more sabtisfactory to all.
nd so I told her I'd explain to you sbout their coming, and invite you
to come tooe dJust you fellows, eand the girls, and that's all, Obherwise
I think we'll call it a "closed houses" The girls thought it would be
better that way. If you can, come a little early---by 7:30, and I'1l
stop, wherever we are each time, at 9, leaving the rest Yor next tine.
ilow I hope I've explained everything clearly., Hope you understand the
idea is not for me to try to talk you into anything--=-just that the
girls feel they cannot explain it as I would---they understend and lnow
wrat they believe, but cannot explain it fully and clearly to others as
Icould, and so they've planned it this way so it can be explained %o i
you fellows just what they believe. I Imow how very badly Beverly wanted
iarold to come and hear this, and I'm sure Bobby feels the same way, and
it probably means more to her, as to the othor girls, than you may realize
---50 I hope you won't disappoint her, larvin, bxioocdk and will be
looking for you tomorrow night. The others have definitely pronised to comee

e e <o R e e

Singerely,
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ARVIN H. STITH

MERIDIAN--Services for Brother
Arvin H, Stith, 87, of 337 Meridian
Street, Meridian, who died Friday
night at a Boise Hospital, were con-
ducted at 2 p.m. Tuesday at Robison
Chapel of the Chimes by Elder Claude
Ellis and Elder Ray Benight. Interment
was at the Meridian cemetery.

Born April9, 1880, in Stithton, Ky.,
now part of Fort Knox, he moved to
St. Joseph, Missouri, withhis parents
attheageof seven. He married Delue
Smith on January 30, 1901, at Joplin,
Missouri. They moved to Sweet, Idaho,
in 1902 and returned to Missouri in
1907. In1917, they moved to the Spo-
kane area. In 1918, they came to the
Meridian area. Brother Stith entered

the ministry in 1908 and was an elder
in the Church of God, Seventh-day.
Among the churches established by
him was the Meridian Church of God,
Seventh-day.

Surviving are his wife, of Meridian;
five daughters, Mrs. Edna McCorkle
of College Place, Wash., Miss Ruby
Stithof Meridian, Mrs. Viola Ahlborn
of Caldwell, Mrs. Nettie Burnham of
Meridian and Mrs. Lula Estep of Port
Orchard, Wash. a brother, Joe Stith
of Meridian; eight grandchildren and
13 great-grandchildren.

Those who wish may contribute to
the Memo rial fund of the Meridian
Church of God, Seventh-day.

Pallbearers were Fred Sheffield,
TomMeikle, Herman Everett, Frank
Williamson, Oliver Kennedy and Lu—
Velt Palmer.

ODE TO MY FATHER
by Lula (Stith) Estep

Book in hand,
look of Grace
Words of wisdom!
fearless face--
How can I but love Thee..
(Man of God);
day and night proclaiming. ...
trails You've trod!
Words do but fail me,
When I seek to praise..
Rememb'ring thy bowed Head,
....through all My days..

"And He shewed Me a pure river of
waterof Life, clear as crystal, pro-
ceeding out ofthe throne of God and of
the lamb,...and His servants shall
serve Him: and they shall see His
face; and His name shall be in their
foreheads. " Revelation 22: 1-4
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, Salem, West Virginia
. , January 16, 1972

Mre. Devid Lee Hostetter
678 Latham Ct.
Colunbus, Ohio 43214

Dear Friend,
Greetings %o you in Jesus name

It has been some time since we received your letter of inquiry zs
to the fact that Hertert W. Armstrong ever belonged to the Church
of God, 7th dzy at Szlem, W. Va. Ivcould nave readily sa2id yes t1c
your letter but thzt would not have teen prooi to you. Thereforeit
took time to go through our records to give you the dates and what
trenspired on these dates.

First it is menticned in, “The History of the True Church" that he
was chosen one of the seventy. This book was copyrighted in 1936 by
the auvhors C.0. Dodd 2nd A. N. Dugeger. I hzve heard it said he was
chosen but never accepted a2nd for thlq reason, we felt it gocd to
go back into records znd sse just what did transpire. They are as

_ follows:t .

Meeting of the Twelve and the Seven and Seventy at St. Joseph. Mooy
September 26 to 28, 1934,

"September 27th, After prayer the following business was conducted."
“Moved and carried that we grant credentials to H. W. Armstrong."

Now our constitution states, "He must have had at least six month's
ekperlcnue before license can be issued by the Twelve." So Armstrong
st have had lizense prier to this tine because one must have been

llCCnScd vefore crcdentials can be granted to & minister.

Minutes of the Business meéting held at Detroit, Michigan May 5-10

1937
May 7, at 1100 pem. "Reading of Elder Armstrong's letter to the Twelve

Reading in periods of 20 minutes each of slder Armstrong's article on
Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Passover, Penteccost, Feast of Tabernacl:
etc., followed each time by discussion pro and con by the Elders.

May 10, 1937 2t 10100 z.m.

7
Proceeding with the investigation of Erother Armstrong's article of .
previous cessions which was left unfinished. -Reading of the article
vas completed followed by discussion. . :
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"~ A decision was made as given in the following rcsolutions

*"Inasmuch as some have troubled the Churches, teaching them they chould
obscrve the feast of unleavened bread and yearly sabbaths connected _ /
with the atonement of the Law of Moses, Be it moved, that we reaf{firm”
the teachings of the Church of God on this point, and also the de-
cision of the Anostles and leaders on this question as recorded in
dects 15th chanter, that we observe no such custom. By £lders VW. W,
Mewmicien and warliam Alexander. Passed"

At the time of the above mentioned meeting his address was listed as
1608 W. 6th Ave., Eugenc, Oregon

It was in 1938 that he was asked to turn in his credentials for
continuing to preach contrary to church doctrine.

We trust we have been of some help to you and may the Lord bless
you in your searxrch to know the truth.

Sincerely in His service,
- - - . ¢ :

% f( e’ W/
Church of God Pub'g House
Virginia Royer, Bookkeeper




