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Andrew N. Dugger & Clearence O. Dodd — A short biography
By
Richard C. Nickels
Andrew N. Dugger

Andrew N. Dugger (1886-1975) was the most famous Church of God, Seventh Day, leader in the twentieth century. He
was born in Bassett, Nebraska.

Andrew N. Dugger’s father, A.F. Dugger, Sr., had been an Advent Christian Minister. When commissioned by his
church to do a study refuting the Sabbath, A.F. Dugger instead became convinced that the Sabbath should be observed. The
result was a book he later published, called The Bible Sabbath Defended. For more than thirty-five years until his death in
1910, A.F. Dugger, Sr., was a leader in the Church of God, Seventh Day. His son Andrew, a school teacher and farmer, was
in his early 20’s when his father died.

A bright light in the sky around him seemed to Dugger to be a sign from God that he should follow his father’s footsteps
in the ministry. A.N. Dugger immediately sold his large farm and equipment, and went to the University of Chicago, where
he majored in theology and public speaking, mastering Greek, Hebrew, and German.

Dugger periodically returned to Bassett to visit his mother and Effie Carpenter (1895-1980), a student of his whom he
wanted to marry. Although he first proposed to her when she was sixteen, it wasn’t until 1925 until they were married.
They shared fifty years together.

Soon after college graduation, Dugger was invited by the Executive Committee of the Church of God to move to
Stanberry, Missouri, to become editor of The Bible Advocate, a position his father had held before being forced to retire
because of ill health. In 1914, Dugger arrived in Stanberry to begin his work in the ministry. For eighteen years he was
editor, also serving as President of the General Conference. As field representative, he traveled widely, holding evangelistic
meetings and public debates. The famous "Porter Dugger Debate," between Dugger and W. Curtis Porter, a Church of
Christ minister, was later published as a book of over 230 pages. In 1919, Dugger wrote The Bible Home Instructor, which
publicized the Seventh Day Church of God, and substantially increased its membership during the 1920s.

Two of Dugger’s most adamant doctrinal positions were: a scriptural form of church organization with leaders chosen
by lot rather than election, and a world headquarters in Jerusalem, Israel. After visiting Israel for only a year in 1931-32,
Dugger returned to live in Sweet Home, Oregon. In 1935, A.N. Dugger and C.O. Dodd published A History of the True
Church, which traces Sabbath-keepers from apostolic times to modern days. Dugger greatly influenced Herbert Armstrong,
who was for years affiliated with the Church of God, Seventh Day, but later formed his own church, the Radio (later
Worldwide) Church of God.

Dugger remained pastor at Marion, Oregon until 1953, when he and Effie settled permanently in Jerusalem, and
launched the Mt. Zion Reporter. His aggressive leadership resulted in thousands of converts around the world. Andrew N.
Dugger died in 1975 at the age of 89. Dugger’s son-in-law, Gordon Fauth, continued the Jerusalem work at Mount Zion
Reporter, P.O. Box 568, Jersualem, Israel.

Clarence O. Dodd

Clarence O. Dodd (1899-1955), a founder of the Sacred Name Movement, lived in Salem, West Virginia, most of his
life. In 1920, he married Martha Richmond. A writer and minister, Dodd firmly believed that he should support himself
and his family, earning his own way, and serve the Almighty’s people without pay. He worked as a clerk for 35 years for
Hope Natural Gas Company until he retired early due to Hodgkins’ disease. He died two years later.

Dodd taught a Methodist Bible class. He was standing on main street of Salem one day, when a man gave him a tract on
the Sabbath, which convicted Dodd of the Bible Sabbath. He never saw the man again, and was convinced the agent was an
angel. He became a leading minister in the Church of God, 7th Day. At the November 4, 1933, meeting in Salem, West
Virginia, when the Church of God split, Dodd was chosen by lot as one of the seventy elders (along with Herbert
Armstrong), as well as one of the seven men placed over the business affairs of the Church (along with A.N. Dugger).

After the 1933 split of the Church of God (Seventh Day) into the Stanberry and Salem factions, Dodd became editor of
the Salem Bible Advocate. He had began to accept the annual Feast Days in 1928, which put him at odds with the
leadership. In 1937, he resigned, and began to publish his own magazine, The Faith. A year later, Dodd accepted the
Sacred Name doctrine. His wrote many articles and tracts, using his own funds to establish a print shop in his home. His
writings are sometimes reprinted in The Faith magazine, now published by the Assembly of Yahweh, PO Box 102, Holt,
Michigan 48842. A full list of his articles is available from The Faith Bible and Tract Society, PO Box 321, Amherst, Ohio
44001, carried on by his daughter, Mary Dodd Ling, since 1978.



Dodd had a close relationship with Church of God (Seventh Day) Elder John Kiesz, who held evangelistic meetings in
Salem, W. Va. around the 1930s. Kiesz likewise believed in the annual Holy Days, and was favorable to the Sacred Name
doctrine. Kiesz named his youngest daughter Martha after Dodd’s wife. Dodd never met Herbert Armstrong, but
corresponded with him via mail.

Mary Dodd Ling describes her father as a very handsome, personable man. He was an avid student of the Bible, writer,
and a man of prayer. Martha Dodd, an integral part of his ministry, died in 1982. Dodd’s associates in the Sacred Name
movement were Cessna, Briggs, Smith, William Bodine, and A.B. Traina (who translated a Sacred Name Bible). When
Dodd accepted the doctrine that believers must use the Hebrew names Yahweh and Yahshua, he was rebaptized into the
name of Yahshua.

Clarence Dodd was perhaps more of a writer than a speaker and debater like Dugger. It is likely that in collaborating
with Dugger on the book, A History of the True Church, Dodd had the greater part in writing.



PREFACE

The object of this treatise is not so much to give the history of the great national religious sects as it is to give a history
of the true religion, tracing it down through the ages, century after century by its doctrine as practiced and taught in the Old
Testament, by Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and others, and then extended with minor changes down through the New
Testament to the present time, as set forth by Christ, (Hebrew-Yahshua) and His apostles, all of whom were Jews.

Jesus (Yahshua) said “the gates of hell would not prevail against it.” Therefore that same religion established at
Pentecost, (Acts 2nd chapter), that three thousand Jews embraced, was never stamped out, but continued amidst the most
severe persecution from Rome, and is spreading over the entire world today.

There has been but little interest manifest in the history of religion of the past because, most historians leave the history
of the true faith with the death of the apostles, and then trace what they call Christianity down through the “Dark Ages” as it
emanated from Rome after being polluted with the teaching and practice of “Sunworshipers” of the East, through the
historical “Council of Nice,” 321 A.D., presided over by King Constantine of Rome.

Nineteen hundred years have passed since the days of Christ, and the world still awaits a record of the Church of the
wilderness, Revelation, twelfth chapter. Hundreds of histories have been palmed off on the people as narratives of the true
people, but with few exceptions the writers leave the true church entering into the wilderness at the beginning of the Dark
Ages, and for this same period of time minutely sketch the sects of the great apostasy.

It must be admitted that something is wrong, when out of nineteen centuries of church history, thirteen of them are given
to the history of these apostate bodies.

This present writing is not a work to cater to any one, but is a history of the assemblies of God down through the ages,
through over twelve hundred years of persecutions and bloodshed, even unto the present time. It narrates from histories and
ancient records the course of these certain people of God, who, down through the course of time, have upheld the doctrine
of the Scriptures, and kept the light of divine truth burning when all the world around them was in gross darkness known,
and mentioned repeatedly by historians as “The Dark Ages.”

It must be conceded that a history of the true religion must contain authentic quotations from noted historians of the past
concerning these people who were found upholding the scriptural truth and teaching the same doctrine taught in the holy
Bible, and carried to much of the known world following the crucifixion and ascension of our beloved Messiah, who is soon
to return as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Revelation 11:15.

Any people deviating from the teaching of the scriptures, be they ever so sincere, cannot be the people of the true
religion composing the “Assemblies of Elohim,” mentioned repeatedly in the New Testament as “The Church of God,” and
in the Old Testament as “The daughter of Jerusalem” and “The daughter of Zion.”

This is the people who through trials and severe persecution have brought the Holy Bible and its precious truths down
through the “Dark Ages” pure and unadulterated placing them now within our reach in this enlightened twentieth century.

We cannot help from praising our wonderful Creator for such men and women as this history reveals unto us who lived
in the age when it required the lives of the faithful to be true to our Heavenly Father. We cannot be thankful enough for
those who were true in the face of death, and rather than deny the faith, died as true martyrs. How firm we should be to dig
deep and get the hidden truths long cherished by these faithful martyrs, who lived and died that we might have the
unadulterated gospel truth as a guide for our souls.

With the above explanation of our motive, we now present unto the reader the history of the saints and the martyrs of
Jesus (Yahshua), trusting that what little we may say will be the means of leading him deeper into the truth for which the
saints have died.

— The Authors

Explaining The Name

After having lived in Israel for nearly fifteen years among people from nearly one hundred different countries, and as
many languages, we feel saddened to learn that our beloved Messiah, and mighty Creator are
called by almost as many different names as there are languages. This surely is not pleasing to them, or to the Holy Angels
of their presence.

These two holy ones Who rule the heavens and the earth have each a name, and not all of this great confusion of Gentile
names.

We read “Who hath established the ends of the earth. What is His name, and what is His son’s name?” Proverbs 30:4.
These names are in the Hebrew language.

As this history is being re-printed using photography, photographing each page, the Gentile words will have to be used
for their names, and we do so with this explanation, trusting that each reader will make this a prayerful study, because when
He hath redeemed Jerusalem, His people will know His name, Isaiah 52:6 to 9, Psalms 91:14, also 69:35, 36.

— A.N. Dugger



Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION
Founded on the Rock

While the term “Protestant” originated in Reformation times, when strong fearless men boldly protested against the false
doctrines of the Roman Catholic church, we shall use the same term to represent a people who, long before the days of the
reformers, stood for the faith of Protestantism. The Scriptural name applied to these people at the time of our Savior was the
“Church of God,” and this work will prove, as it has set out to do, both from Scripture and secular history, that this New
Testament church was not the church which later ruled the world from Rome, known as the Roman Catholic church.

The church set in order by Jesus Christ has remained separate and distinct down through the gospel dispensation to the
present time, and, even amidst the most severe persecution, it has held forth the true light, carrying the torch of freedom and
religious liberty down to our own day and time.

The word “Protestant” should not apply only to the people who in the days of Martin Luther protested against the error
and corruption of the Church of Rome; but it rightly applies to a people who have since the days of Moses, and even before
that time, protested against error, superstition, idolatry, mythology, witchcraft, and every form of pagan religion and
philosophy. Hence this work, as it sets forth the true history of these protesting people, cannot have for its beginning the
time of the Protestant Reformation, or even the days of our Savior. Mention is made of the “Church,” as found in Acts 7:38,
which takes us to a much earlier period. The text reads, speaking of Jesus, “This is He that was with the church in the
wilderness.” The same church being constituted of, as it always has, God’s true children here upon earth, existed in the
wilderness. Instead of Jesus endeavoring to reform it with so much corruption, error, and superstition, he immediately set
out in the work of reorganization, choosing anew the twelve and the seventy.



Chapter 2
BRIEF PROPHETICAL ANALYSIS

The Two Churches Contrasted

The church set in order by Jesus with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and with proper administration of government, is
symbolized by a virtuous woman in the New Testament. The Lord says of her, “I am jealous over you with a godly jealousy
for I have espoused you unto one husband, that I may present you a chaste virgin to Christ,” II Corinthians 11:2. In
Revelation 19:7-9, the church is again spoken of as the bride, the Lamb’s wife, having on the wedding garments of linen
clean and white. Again, John the Revelator beholds this church in vision, and describes her, as follows: “And there
appeared a great wonder in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of
twelve stars” Revelation 12:1.

A woman being a symbol of a church, we have here in prophecy the true church of the apostles’ time, clothed with the
sun, the ruler of the day. All darkness was expelled, and the sunlight of God’s truth and righteousness radiated with
brightness and splendor as the power of the sun. She had the moon under her feet, thus picturing that the ruler of night and
darkness was subdued and under subjection; while her crown of twelve stars symbolized the twelve apostles. That this
woman, or true church, did not fall, and later become the Catholic church ruling from Rome, is evident; for there are two
churches clearly set forth in the Scriptures, existing in the same period, one driven to the wilderness, while the other is
exalted to civil power, and rules the world from Rome.

This second woman, or church, is introduced in prophecy in Revelation 17:1-6. The angel said to John, “Come hither; I
will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters . . . And I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet
colored beast full of the names of blasphemy . . . the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet color, and decked with gold
and precious stones . . . upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF
HARLOTS . . . and I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.”

The fact that this second woman becomes drunk with the blood of the saints, and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus,
shows clearly that the two churches, were different, yet existed together, and that the woman drinking of this blood was not
the true church. Verse 15 says, “The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and
nations, and tongues.” This fallen woman, or church, ruled over the world. She sat in authority and power, being united
with the state, and thus put to death the martyrs of Jesus who constituted the true church of God.

Noting the contrast in the two churches, it is sufficient evidence of their distinction and entire separation. One was
clothed with the sun, the other adorned with gold and precious stones; one held the moon under her feet, the other was
seated upon the beast; one possessed the crown of twelve stars, the other wearing the inscription, “Mystery, Babylon the
Great, the Mother of Harlots”; and one was drunk on the blood of the saints, and the blood of the martyrs of Jesus, while the
other was driven into the wilderness, nourished there of God.

The Church Name in Both Old and New Testaments

From the time of the exodus of the twelve tribes of Israel from Egyptian bondage, to the advent of our Savior, the church
was called “Israel,” this term having originated through the experience of Jacob wrestling with the angel.

The church in the wilderness was organized with twelve patriarchs, one at the head of each of the twelve tribes, Numbers
10, and then the Sanhedrin, or the seventy elders, Exodus 24:1 and Numbers 11:16. This form of church government and
organization remained until the dispersion of Israel, and the Sanhedrin continued until the time of Jesus. The name “Israel”
was also the name applying to these people.

The prophet Isaiah, speaking of events concerning the church, said, “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all
kings thy glory, and thou shalt be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord shall name,” Isaiah 62:2. This
prophecy was fulfilled when the Gentiles were received into God’s favor, beholding His righteousness, and receiving His
favors through Jesus. The church was to be “called by a new name,” which the mouth of the Lord would name. This also
met its fulfillment when Jesus gave the new name for the church recorded twelve times in the New Testament, viz., “The
Church of God.”

In the Savior’s prayer before Calvary, he said, “Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given
me . . . while | was with them . . . I kept in thy name . . . I have declared unto them thy name, and I will declare it,” John
17:11, 12, 26. That Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled in the change of name from “Israel” to the “Church of God” is further
seen by reading Acts 20:28, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.” In I Corinthians 1:2, Paul
addresses the church at Corinth, as follows: “To the church of God which is at Corinth.” Nowhere do we find the Catholic
church spoken of; still they claim to be the oldest in the world. The people following the Lord Jesus, called out from both

10



Jews and Gentiles, I Corinthians 10:32, and called the church of God, were not the forerunners of the Roman church, as
definite history, set forth in the further pages of this work, will prove.

We find Paul discussing the church, 59 A.D., in the following manner. He says, “For as the body is one, and hath many
members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ,” I Corinthians 12:12. The
church therefore existed as one body to this time, and the Word said further that when onemember suffers, all members
suffer with it, and when one member is honored all members rejoice with it.

Five years later, in 64 A.D., Paul says, “I bow my knees to the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole
family in heaven and earth is named,” Ephesians 3:14, 15.

11



Chapter 3

THE DRAGON AND BEAST MAKE WAR ON THE CHURCH
The Period of Great Tribulation

“And there appeared another wonder . . . a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns . .. And the dragon stood
before the woman . . . to devour her child as soon as it was born. And she brought forth a man child that was to rule all
nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to his throne, . . . and . . . the dragon . . . persecuted the
woman which brought forth the man child,” Revelation 12:3-13.

It is necessary that we investigate carefully this strange symbol, introduced in connection with the history of the church,
for it is this power that began the long period of religious persecutions, during which thousands of true followers of Jesus
gave their lives for the true faith.

In verse 6 we read, “And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should
feed her there, a thousand two hundred and three score days.” In verse 14 we read, “To the woman were given two wings of
a great eagle that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and half a
time, from the face of the serpent.”

It is evident that these two verses given above, set forth the same period of prophetic time, covering the sojourn of the
church in the wilderness while persecuted by the beast. The phrase, “Time, times, and half a time,” in verse 14, must
therefore be 1260 days, as stated in verse 6. Furthermore, “time” is the ancient word for year. “Times” always meant two
years, and “half a time,” one-half a year. There were also 360 days as the common year; therefore we have one year, 360
days; two years, 720 days; and one-half a year, or 180 days, a total of 1260.

The Lord tells us the prophecies are of no private interpretation, therefore we must obtain divine information as to the
meaning of all mysterious symbols found in prophetic vision. Daniel beheld four beasts coming up out of the sea, diverse
one from another, and each playing an important part in the affairs of this world. The angel came to him and made known
their meaning in the following words: “These beasts which are four, are four kings that shall arise in the earth . . . and the
fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon the earth, Daniel 7:17, 23. Hence, we do not place private interpretation upon
these sacred matters when we identify the beast, the persecutor of the church, with the Roman empire.

These four beasts, the angel said, were four kings that would arise in the earth, and the fourth one was the fourth
kingdom. As the vision begins with Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon Daniel, chapters two and seven, the first beast
would represent this king and his kingdom; the second beast, the kingdom that overthrew the Babylon empire, viz., the
Medes and Persians, the bear; the third, like unto a leopard, symbolizes the third kingdom to rule the world, which all
history tells us was the Grecian empire, under Alexander the Great. The fourth beast, with ten horns, symbolizing the fourth
kingdom, represents the Roman Empire, for it was the fourth in order down from King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon.
Hence, we have located the persecutor of the church, and find that both the Old and the New Testaments tell the same story.
In this chapter Daniel 7:25, it says this beast makes war with the saints, and prevails against them for “a time, times, and the
dividing of (a) time.” This is the same expression used relative to the beast standing before the woman, in Revelation,
twelfth chapter, where it is said to mean twelve hundred and sixty days. Compare verses 6 and 14 of this chapter.

In Daniel, seventh chapter, the ten horns upon this beast are said to be ten kings, verse 24, and another, arising among
them, plucks up three of the ten horns, and makes war with the “saints of the most High.” This beast was the fourth in order.
The Roman Empire was also the fourth kingdom, consequently this beast corresponds with the Roman Kingdom. The beast
had ten horns, and the angel said the horns were ten kings. History says the Roman Empire was divided; and there are ten
kings named in the divisions. How wonderful as history responds to the call of prophecy. A little horn came up among the
ten and plucked up three by t