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. Where IS it, today?

" broken away from the established Church.” And all of today's host of

‘religlous sects of tha Jews ~~ Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Samari- - .

INTRODUCTION
‘Jesus Chriet said, “I will BUILD my Church.® Did He build it2

That Church, said Jesus, would never be extinguished. =And the*

gatea of hell [the grava]," He said, “shall not prevail against it*

(Matt. 16:18). Christ's Church is to last through all ages. Has it?

Is .it divided ~- composed of more than 400 different, disagreeing,
arguing sects?
Only ONE Church

" What is a "sect"? According to Webster, it is "a group that has

sects or denominations.havs broken away from the Church originally
established -~ thay teach different doctrines and observe di!}e:cnt
practices. Co >

But who "established® the trus Church? Jesus Chriat. The

tans -~ had all broken away from the true p;r-n: 0ld Teatament Church '
Ha established thzouqh.Mbsel. So Jesus, when He was on earth joined
none of them. On the contrary, He called His disciples ogut of them

when He built His New Testament Church, The Greek word “ecclesia.*

translated "church” in English, has the meaning of 'cnilcd-qut ones.”

Every thinking person -~ every denomination -- realizes that, at

some time in history, there has been another great apostasy or falling

»
away from original New Teatament truth. Protestants and Catholics I

may dispute the time of its occurrence, but they agree that it happened}




What really happened -- especially after 70 A.D. -- to the Church
of the Bible? Was it shifted to Rome? Has it ceased to exist? What
DID happen?

Did God's Chu:;::h rapidly grow big, become a po'uartu). organization,
exerting powerful influence on the world? Did it gradually turn to
talla‘doctxlneu. x‘.in.nlly splitting up into today's hundreds of different
and disagreeing sect; and denominationa, all founded by men, each
professing to teach the truth, yest contradicting and disagreeing with
all the others in a modern religious babylon?

You need to ask -~ and to answer —- these questions.

It's time you knew how to recoqqize the true éhurch Jesus built,
For the actual facts of history -~ both Biblical and secular -- are
astonishing. And strangs to say, almost everyone —~- for ‘these past
nineteen centuriaz - has been looking at the wrong church, in the
wrong place, for t.hclchurch Jaesus founded.

World's Churches Deceived

All the prophecies foretold there would be false religion -~ a

world apostasy, deception and division in a counterfeit “Christianity.*
Josus foretold the very first aevent -- great deception -~ to come
on the world immediately after His day and last to a climax in gurs.
“Take heed,® Hc\"ni;!, “that no man deceive you. For MANY shall
come in my nn;ne, nyﬁxg I am Christ, and shall deceive MANY" (Matt.
24:4,5). FPew would ba true Christians. The many would come in Jesus®

name, proclaiming Jesus is Christ, preaching Chrh.t to the world -~

c- < wr T an |

yot deceiving.

Jesus had pictured this same condition, when Ha said: 'w%de is the
gate, and broad is tha way, that leadeth to deatruction, and many there
be which go in thereat: becaunse strait is the gate, and narrow is th‘a way.,
which leadeth ur-l.to LIFE, and and FEW there be that find it* (Matt. 7‘13_“,)'

That is not what the world believes, is it? Probably that is not
what you have always heard, and come to assume. But it is what Christ
sajid. How deceived this world has become.

And no wonder. For Sata;n himself is pictured in the Bible as the
"god of this world” (IX Cor. 4:4). Ha appears, not as a dev{l. but as a goc
-~ as an angel of light. .And in Rev. 12:9, you read of "Satan, which
deceiveth the WHOLE world.®

Clever Counterfait
ASTOUNDING? Of course it is!

Hard to believe? Yes, but it's true! How have the many bean

. deceived? Simply by a preaching about the PERSON of Christ — extolling Eis

virtues, worshipping Him, yet denying His MESSAGE —- His GOSPEL -- by
substituting pagan beliefs while preaching ABOUT Chriat.
What a clever counterfeit! And many -~ perhaps most —— of those 30

preaching in Christ's name are sincere -- themselves deceived. It is

Satan who has deceived even th;m, who has made himself the "god of this
world*® —- and thus is worshipped AS God. This world doesan't know the true
God, strange as that may seem.

And this world doesn't know the church of the true God.

What is the True Church?

The true Church -~ the "church of God* (I Cor. 132} -- la not many
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divided, quarrellng denominations, but ONE Church, o 4 of many b

P

perhapa geographically scattered yet united in Spirit, mind, attitude and
heart because they have totally surrendered their wills to God and have
yielded to correction and reproof from the Word of God -- the Bible.

How many denominational members have been willing ‘to admit where
they have been wrong, how many allowed the Holy Spirit to guide them into
truth? ﬁa Church which Jesus is building is the collective body of those
scattered individuala who have God's Holy Spirit, who admit it when they
are wrong and who accept the truth, '

You can't join the true Church; only God can.put zgli‘i._rlt_q‘g: by His
Spirit. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized [put into] one Body" (I Cor.
12:13). Joining a local chu;'ch congregation does not put you into Go;l'-
Church. But God makesa you a member of it -~ {f you surrender your llic
to Him -- even if you hz.w-e no local church with which to fellowship.

Tha true Chuxch is called the body of Christ because it is a npl;itnll
or_ga.nism through which Christ does His work today, and who i.!VING, ACTIV:B
HEAD Be is, in the same sense that the husband is head of the wife (Eph.
5:23, 31).

Jesus has purchased the members of this Church individually by

shadding His own blood for them (Acts 20:28). He did not die for a rellgiod

organization!? .
How does one enter thia true Church of God? -~ this spiritual union?
When God's Church first began on the day of Pentecost, 31 A.D., Peter
gave the answer: “REPENT and BE BAPTIZED every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the rcminsion of sins, and ye shall receivo.thu gift of the

Holy Spirit® (Acts 2:38).

s
Now notice Jesus’ promise in John 163:13. He waild send the Spirit of
truth *who will guide you into all truth.”

Here is the key that proves which individualu are in God's Church.
It is composed only of those who are growing into truth as God reveals it.
The momant- anyona ceases to GROW, but wants to retain only wha.c he har.l-
five or ten years a;;o. from that mm?nt on the Holy Spirit ceases to live
in him. And if anyone does not have “the Spirit o%Chtlat. he is none of
his* (Rom. 8:9).

The Church's Mission

You have never heard or rca‘d vtery much of the history of this
Chuxch which is led by God's Spirit. But how could you? !'oi aven the
historians have never known’ u;hexa to look for the true Church -: they
did not even know what the true ChyQch'is.

‘l'hntl is not the true Church which grew great, and which ’\:uhq,\iered'
and xuled the Roman Emxpife. That was not the Church's mission.

Christ's inatruction to Eis Church, through the New Teatament,
was NOT to participate in u_u- world's politics and affairs in an effort
to make this world a better wo;ld. In;tead, His command 13, "Come g_l&
from among them, and be ye separate® (IX Cor. 6117).

In >m- final prayer for His one Chu:?ch, Jesus prayeds "I pray for
_th__anu I pay not for the world ... Boly Father, keep through thine own
name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be ONE, as we are. I
have given th;m thy word, and t._h_g world hateth them, because t_h:! 'ligo_t
OP the world, aven as I am not OF the world* (John 17:9-16). ’

But Jesus d1d command His body —- th: collective Body through which
the Spirit of God does the WORK of God -- to go into all the u‘ozld and

preach and publish His gospel. And those of His Church are dezscribed as
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being strangers and foreigners in thi{s world — as AMBASSADORS for Christ,
represanting His Kingdom which is foreign to the world -~ yet never being or
the world.

Now let's notice what really did happen to that Chu_xch.

CHAPTER 1
THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH

The world loves to have evax'yt;ling biq --'bigger and better":
Quantity not quality. Growth for the saks of growth. And most suppose
the Church too must have followed this trend.

Yet, strange as it may seem to most, God's Church has always been
composed of the few -~ never the 'many, ﬁa world at large cannot receive
the truth (John 1:5).

Why? Jesus explained it: “Men love da:rkncll :athu{ than light,
?:eauaua their deeds are evil® (John 3:119).

0f coursa the world does not believe its deeds are evil. But no

wonder at that — for the WHOLE WORLD haa been deceived (Rev. 1219).
True Church {s Smal} ‘

Never in the history of the world have the many been willing to
follow the right ways of God.. At the time of the Flood, there was one man
=~ Moah (Gen. 6:5; 71l). For Noah's saka his family was saved. In the
time of Elijah, there ware so comparatively few that aven El4jah honestly
believed he was the of;ly remaining faithful ona‘ (I Kings 19:14, 18).

Dia J'enua prophesy it wculd continue this way through the entire
Hew Testament era? Indeed! Hear Him: “Narrow is the way, which leadeth
unto life, and few there ba that find it* (Matt. 7:14). His \‘:exe always

a "little flock" (Luke 12:32).

Jesus Himself made no affort to create a large following -~ then,
At the very close o{ His three and one-half year ministry, only 120 persons
were found ready to be His disciples (Acts 1:15). Certainly if saving the
world then -~ at that time -- were His aim, we hava to judge Jesus a most

miserable failure. But Jesuswas not a failure/

What Jesus actually did was to prepare the way for the founding of

|
|
i
His Church (see Matthew 3:24, first part, and Acta 26:26, last part). !
Then inqaad the true Church did grow rapidly for a short whil2 About
3000 "soula®” were added to the Church immediately on‘ the Day of Pentecost, !
and others were added daily thereafter (Acts 2:1, 41, 47). Then mighty
miracles were openly performed -- by the same mighty spiritual power that )
dwelt in Jesus Himself. Multitudes were healed (Acts 2:43; 3:17; 5:12, 14-16;
618). A few additional thousands were r.;onverted {Acts 4:4; 5:14; 6:1, 7)

'
~- persons who came out of the worxld, left their Jewish denominations and

were filled with the Spirit of God.

But the days of such growth and peace were numbered.

Persecution Begins

Truth appeals to some people -- some few. Others listen only to mock

(Acts 2:13 and 26:24). But TRUTH -~ absolute -- makes some psople

g&’“ yncontrollably angry! (Acts 4:2).

It was foreknown and lo:qto).d, therefore, that the true Church of
God was to bu‘ persecuted -,acnttar.eld. ®If they have persecuted me, they
will also ps/:'lscute you, " said J.a:u- to Bi_l disciples (John 15:20). *All
that will godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution® (II Tim. 3112}.

On the night Jeuua‘wa- seized to be c;ucilied. He saids "It is written,
I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be ccattered™ (Mark 14:27).

After He, the Shepherd, was crucified, the “sheep® -- His Church -- wece

Wr——— -



8

to become acattefed; Previously, tha;. same avening, Juua‘ had uid.to His
> disciples: "Ye shall be scattered®™ (John 16132).

This pe'rsecution and uc.attexing beéan eaﬂ.y.

Filled with indignation and envy, the Jewish high priest and the
Sadducees “"rose up ... and lald their hands on the apou':lel and put th;m in
the common prison® (Acts 5:17-18). Though the angel of God quickly released
them, strenuous efforts continued to be made to try to intimidate them.

It was not long before Stephen was seized and martyred for his zealous
defensa of the truth. Now notice Acts 8:1: ™“And at that time there was a
great persecution against the Chiych which was at Jerusalem; and they were
all scattered a_b_rﬂ throughout .the regions of Judaea and Samaria, excap€
the apoastles.”

Read what Daniel says about the true Cixurch: 'I;nd they that ﬁdarstﬁd

. among the peopler shall instruct manys yet they shall fall };y the sword, and
by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. Now when they shall fall,
they shall be holpen with a little help; but many shall cleave to them with
ﬂatte-ries. And‘loma of them of understanding shall tall,. to try them, and
to purge them, and to make them white, even to the time of the end” (Dan. 1ll:
33-35).

The prophet Ezekiel foretold this acattering -- chapter 34. Daniel

again foretold it: "When he shall hava accomplished to ;catter the power of
the holy people ichurcl;l, all these things shall be finished” -~ the end of
the age! (Dan. 12:17).

Scattered, but never deatroyed:! ‘Alvays one Church, obeying God,

believing His truth -- never a hodge-podge of varrinq. disagreeing sects.

The Gospel to All Nations

The Church was scattered -- the truly converted Christians dispersed
~- all according to the will of the livit\‘g. resurrected Jesus Christ, who
possessed and possesses all power to guide, direct and protect His people..
Wily did Jesus let them be scattered? Bacause the gospel had alaso to go to
the Gentiles -- non—Jews.

Even the apostles did not at first fully understand how the qo‘:pcl
must go to "all nations” (Matt. 24:14; 28:19). True, it had long been
prophesied (Ps. 96:1, 3, 10; Isa. 11:10). But for centuries t,hel Jaws had
been a very exclusive race, cherishing their favorite theme of being God's

peculiar people and henca proudly preserving the text of God's Word. As

- far as possible, they had no association with Gentiles. And so it was,

that when the first Christian Jews fled from persecution in Jud&n: and
travelled everywhere preaching the gospel, they went at first to none iaut
Jews only '(Acts 11:19). - ’

Then men like Philip, a Hellenistic Jew, and other Jews rasiding in
foreign lands, began to spe;k to the Gentiles (Acts 8:5; 11:20).

Some converts ware made. But this led inevitably to new problems.

Philip had gone down to Samaria. Now the Samaritans wera descendants
of Babylonians nnzi other immigrants placed there by ancient Assyrian kings,
though they often claimed to be J-cwl whan it zuited their purpose. Their
religion wa‘:{::'l:;’éahylonhn religion, but much mixed with elements ndt_':ptcd
from tha neighboring Jews. Of all the Gentiles, the Samaritans uoulj“::em

»
to be the most prepared to accept the religion of the New Testament,
2w

amd marey Al kit s
8imon the Magus, the chief in the Samaritan religion, was among 'tho-e

who heard Philip. He thoughl that Philip, Peter and John were just carnal v
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hypocrites like himself, and Christianity merely a new gimmick. so he
planned to make it an opportunity for personal advantage. He was naver
a member of God's spiritual Church -- never converted, though he was
“dunked.” But like one rotten apple in a barrel, which tends to rot
every other apple it touches, this Simon later played a leading part in
Church history. Wa will hear of him.

PETER Goes to the Gentiles!

Perhaps most people have heard that Paul was the “apostle to the
Gentiles® (Rom. 11:13). But what few realize is that Peter had the first
and the overall commission to the nations outside of Judea.

It was Peter who was sent to Samar;‘ia, accompanied by John, to
minister the Spirit to thosa who béllevad. And it was Peter whom Jesus
Christ now chose to go to a Roman officer of the hated occupation force!

No Gentiles were more hated by the Jews than the conquering,
oppressing Rcman;. Could Cntneliuq -= could-any Romar; ~= be conv;rtedﬂ
Petar still had to ba shown at that time that all peoples could really.
become one in Christ (Acts 10:28, 34).

God then used Peter to officially inaugurate salvation to tha

visible .

Gentiles, with tha same special, one-time-only,/manifestations of the
Toly pirit as when first it was confirmed for the Jews (Acts 10:44-47
cox_npare'd with 231-4). And Peter was convinced! Yet some today falsely
claim Peter was so completely a J;aw in his outlook that even later he
led a so-called "Judaizing party within the Church in opposition to Paul.
Proof g_l;le_: is a lle 1lies overlooked he;'a in Acts 10:6.

Noticel Peter was ‘staying at the house of one Simon.a tanner. Under

Jewish ceremonial law, a tanner, by virtue of his occupation -~ tanning the

raw hides of dead animala -~ was considered unclean. Had Pater been the

' Gentile religion. Most assuredly not! *“Salvation,” said Jesus, '1s of

“loat sheep of the house of Israel,” even ahead of the Samaritans and

11

stubborn, tho;oughagoan Judaizer some c‘laim him to be, ha would certainly
have lodged elsewhere! ) !

Hoic is proof Peter already knew and practiced the same freedom from .
geremonial prohibitions Paul did (Col. 2:20,21). .

A little later we find Pataer trenly living and eating with Gentiles
— whose very personas were "unclean® and contaminating in Pharisaic doc-
trine. He mistakenly withdrew only when others arrived, for fear they
might not yet understand (Gal. 2:12).

Does. this.mean that Christianity is, or ever could becoma, a
the Jews"” (John 4:22). The main commission of His Church was to the

other Gentiles (Matt. 10:15-6). Even Paul wrote that the covanar‘\ts. the

glory and the pi‘on.\i'sen all belonq' solely to the Israalites (Rom. 9:4-5).

The earliest true Christians -~ almost all Jewish by race —

everywhere continued to meet in the synagogues where possibla. They

"ng;x'ded‘ éhrlscianity, rightly, as the fulfillment of the 0ld Testament

religion. Persons of other nationalities merely joined them, w--:e spirit- )
vally adopted intg the txue Israel. ’ -

Notice how _P_a_\'xl always went and preached first in the synagoques and
pln&p of ;:zayor of the Jews, and preached there until persecution drove hia
out (Acts 1335, 14; 141]:; 16113, etc.). Most unconverted roiiqious Jews
listened at firat without rancour -- until stirred up by the Pharisees.

¥hy Paul's Work Among the Greeks?

The New Testament first introduces Paul as Saul, at the time of
the murder of Stephen. A bigoted, prejudiced, violent parsecutor of the
Chirerh Mt wlnrnent

(L L PR P PRI



12

Then Jesus Christ, activaly directing His Church, struck Saul

down and converted him, bringing to His Church a man of great zeal, a
man with the best education hi- world could offer. Saul had been
trained *at the feet of Gamaliel” who was regarded as the greatest
Jewish teacher of the day.

But »{;\})\c was Christ's p\;rpou? Or what was Paul's commission?

Ananias, a Christian of Antioch, also wondered. And Jesus gave
him the answer: *“. . . . He ia a chosen vessel um;o me, to bear my
name bafore the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel”
(Acts 9:15).

A mighty assignment indeedl But Paul did fulfill his commission.
In Asia Minor, Graec;, Italy, even in Spain (Rom. 15:9,28), Paul's
avangelism covered virtually the whole Greek-speaking world. Christ
mlso used Paul, ons of the vorlx;'a most cultured and educated men,
to witness before kings and other high officials (as in‘)\ct- 26).
Then, in accordance with God’s spadcific purpose, Paul was sent even
to Caesar himself (Acts 27:24), where not only the soldiers of Caesar's

personal guard heard God's messags, but the whole imperial household!

(phil. 1:12-13; 4:22, R.S.V.)
rinally, Paul took part in the major mission of the Church, to
help reach the lost House of Israel. Years later, after preaching to

the Gresk-speaking peoples, qo[ng always to the Jews living among

them first (Rom. 11167 2:9,10; Acts 13:42-48),(tradition pla@
Paul went on even into letaln.u«{/ . )
M . . o
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Now let's understand why Jesus Christ -~ building Hia “little
flock,® building a Church primarily of Israel -- should have raised
up (temporarily) such a seamingly large work among the Greeks.

Beaing of aq{x?l rank, when Paul and Barnabas Eound themselves in
dlunéteament as to how best to prodacute the work in their area, they
l;pa:ated (Actas 15:36-41). Barnabas then continued his work to the
Gentilea in the area of Cyprus and Egypt. Of his later work we hear
next to nothing. Probably not a great many Gentile converts wera made
in those areas. At;d there {s a reason!

Why did Paul's work prosper in Greece whila Barnabas' work 1£|

Zgypt did not?

The answar to that question lies in the nature of the lpocf.nl

“"purpose Christ was working through Paul. What was that purpose?

‘Jesus Christ knew the days His gospel would have frea course within
the Roman Empire wera limited. The trua Church would soon be expelled.
For long ages, it would h.ave to exist beyond the reach of the long arm
of the Roman - 'government. To enable that Chuxcvh to read Hia Word,
some Way would have to be prov'ided to preserve it.

S sewtd ba

2_people to preserve in the Roman world the New Testament

through those difficult times! That people would be Greek.

They had to be people not to .ho persacuted from place to place,
but xemalniné in their homuland:::hl:ir possessions -~ including the
New Testament -- relatively safe from dn:czuction. tnlike God's
Church, they must be a part of this world, yet with “Christian®

background and tradition. Not being themselves converted, they must
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navertheleas cherish and take pride in the original Greek New Testament.

Their missfion would ha to treasure, pressrve and copy the Scrip-
ture message -- word for wordjand letter by letter -~ through the long
dark night of-the Middle Ages. It was not essential that they believe
it. -

llll this Jesus Christ knew, and prepared for, when He began bf
Apoatle Paul what was to be essentially a one-generation work in the
Greek world. Jesus Christ knew the false church, then arising, would
be centered in Egypt and Rome. Hundreds of corrupt Egyptian and “"West-
ern" (Roman-influenced) manuscripts prova Jesus was right. (And even
those were kept hidden lest peopls should read them9

That is why Paul was sent to the Greek Gentiles. That is why
thousands r:vt Graeks were converted, many congregations established.

Paul knew the Greek nation could not long remain faithful (Acts
20329). With the greai: falling away (IX Thes. 2:3), these congrega- .
tions would be taken over by the great apostasy which was even then ’
at woxk (verse 7) through men Maquqi;x)"llng as Jesus®’ apostles (II Cor.
11:13-15). But the Greesks would still preserve the true inspired Greek
New Tastament. ’

Paul‘s lat':ut work in -Spain was no mOre prosperous OX permanant

tl\a}glsaxnaban in Africa or the bother apostles,

A That is why paul aid

not stay long in Spain.
Boecause we possass much more knowledge of tha travels of Paul,
the world today seems to think Paul was much greater than the other

apostles. This is not tha point. It was only becausa of his special

1s

commission — to‘ teach the Greeks and to have much of the gospel
pxasar\;ed in their language through his own aepistles ~- that pau'l
supersedes and over shadows all the rest. The “false apostles® of
those days forged writings in the names of Petar and the others as wel’

as in Paul'‘s.
g Lec
WAS, pgz:; J082

In the mantim’, what was Peter doing? And what of the other
apostles? The ;nain apostles’ comiuio;n was to go to the “House of
Israel® (Matt. 10:2-6). But to do this, they would have to leave
Palestinsl Por only the Jews -~ the House of Judah -- had returned
to Palestine from captivlty: The rest of the Israalites were widely
dispersed in northern Asia Minor, in the Parthian Empire and in other
regions still furxther away in north Burope -~ "beyond Euphrates . . .
an immenie multitude® (Josephus, Ant. XI, 5,2).

Did the mpostles indeed leave the Palestinean scene at an early
date? They aid.

Whom did Paul find left in Jerusalem no later than about 38 A.D.?
Of the original Twelve, only Peter was there! The James mentioned in

Galati.nn- 1:18-19 is the "Lord‘'s [half-] brother,® also mantioned in

e
th“ 13:5% / He was not one of the original Twelve, although ha had become
44‘) e fm‘d«uf il .\IM-..

-
an apostlc A5 Tata as tha I1a%E six months of Jesus' lifs. Jarcs’?

not believe in Him (John 7:5-9)-h -
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¥hen King Herod, zbout A.D., 42, martyred James, the brother of
John)wﬁom alse did he find in Jerusalem? Again Peter was thera (Acts
1_;:1—3). But the rest were long gonel It was the season for the Days
of Unleavened Bread, and the true Church was keeping those days, which

probably accounts for the temporary presence of,‘meg at:. headquattef:l.

When Paul again went up to Jerusalem in A.,D. 49, whom did he
f£ind? Peter (Cephas), James (the Lord's brother) ~- and John (Gal. 2:9).
This time it was John who was temporarily at headquarters in Jerusalem.

It is surely abundantly avideat that most of the apostles had
designated responsibilities elsewhars, which were only occasionally
interrupted either by trips to orx temporary tours of duty at heaﬁquarte:a.
Peter was most cften at Jerusalem. But this certainly does not mean
Pater pettled back on an eccla‘}/ustical throna and m;ver left the city.
Hotical -

Pster made numerous trips to places near and far, beginning from
thosa firsttrips to Samaria, Joppa, Caesarea,. etc. The Bible notes one
trxip to Antioch in extreme northarn Syria, probably for the purpose of
helping to conduct a reglonal Feast of Tabernacles (Gal. 2:1l).

Other headquarters ministers and the apostle Paul were also present.

w;s Peter the Head of tha Church, as some uay:? Never! -- norx
was any other mortal man. Christ was the Head. Peter and John were
®Zent on, that trip to Samaria by the apostles acting collectively under
the direct inaspiration of Christ. But, among the Twelve, Peter's job
was to visit and cootdin.ate the wc;tk of the Church in all. areas -~- both

among the Jews and Greeks in the Near East and the House of Israel scatter
—ed abroad.

17

L.c.
WAS' péTER EVER AT "ROME?

Peter also spent @t;’ma in Babylon on the Euphrates, where thousands
of Jews still lived, descended from those anciently cagtiod captive
there by Nebuchadnezzar, only a part (less than 50,000} of whom had
ever returned to Judea,

But was Pater aver in Rome? There is absolutely no evidence he )
aver was! It was another Simon, also called a Peter, who went to ‘
Rome ~- to bulld there his church. Rome, basically, was not a
Christian headquarters at all. The ag.»oatle Paul wrote to the Romans
about 56 A.D. Was there an organized Chriatian conq:;gation to which
he could write? There was nonal (Rom. 1:7) i

At the end of his bobk 'to the Romans, Paul dev»ot“ a whols .
chapter to personal greetings to individuala -- yet he never olm:‘- R
mentions Peter. H;xat a slap in the face to Peter, IF Pstsr indeed
were thers. But Peter was not there.

Aut'a grant that a "Petar* did arrive in Rome in 45 A.D. as is
claimed. He was not tha apostle whom Jesus baptized.

° When Paul himself arrived in Rome, was there a Christian congre-
gation to which he ¢ould preach? There were only unconverted Jews
(Acts 28:17). Tha:; were a few scattered Christians in south Italy
(varse 14) and a few in Rome, but at the time no organlzed congregations -
in either area. Even much later, in fact, well along in Paul's Roman

imprisonment, there only three other ordained true ministers there

there .
(Col. 4:10-11). But there WERE false ministers/oretending to be
Christian (Phil. 1:15; 2:20-21)-.
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who still lived in the vast areas of the

Iranian plateau. - The north=

eastern part of this region was often called India in ancie t ti
nt: times.

Matthew (Lavi) reached many in Scythia, on the wast coast_of the Caspiar
. spian’

Sea, and i{n "Ethiopia” (probably an area of dark-skinned pesople {
n

India). Thaddeus Lebbeus ministered in upper Mesopotamia » including 5. .
. ’ < :
Assyria proper.

Farther west, Matthias® apheto was Mncedonlu, Dur_-in . modorn' Rom ‘i
- K mania
= and areas. Ln central Europe. Still farther, James of Al:phaeul {s. !

said to have gona to' Spain, Britain and Ireland, vh.j.lc‘ Simonthe Zealot .
was in North Africa, in Britain and other islands. T "
Did you notice how many reached Bxitaln?‘ : . ‘\ *
If you would like to know more about tha later life and work of the °

apo-tlan who so strangely disappear from the New Ta-tmant account,’ :
ant,’ oo 7

write for the free article "Where Did the Twelve Apostles Go?”

'»Bnd of the Apostolic Fra

Why do we hear so 1littl
@ of the apostles’ travels, mighty labors °

and their reaults? Bscause the t.rue Church -~ remember as b
p=L§ -= was to '

temain small in this world. (Though certainly it i{s true that most

’>f the written records of its progress which may once have existed

1ave perished, unless God hasseen fit to Presocve theam.)

Juast how aid the Church grow -~- or NO:x' grow -- toward the glose of -

he New Testament period?

 however, the firat rush was over.

city.

* yirtually destroyed.

When the gospel first nucl‘lodb each new region, there wera those God

had prepared to receive it. Church growth was spectacular. S8oon,

Real conversions now came much more
slowly, as the number of cChristians in relation to the population of
each region tended to reach its “saturation point.”

And now, side by side with success an;i growth, came increasing
paz-ecuéion;_ '

' NMero, mad R;man Emperor, :initint;d jt}vu ltlrsi gc;varnment persecution
in A.D. 64. A disastrous fire huci destroyed a intqe part of the capital
It was whispered that Nero hlmsalt had set it, to clear away
the slums that cheapanad the view txon his palace, lnd that he had
calahrutsd by fiddling while Rome buznedf To clear himself -~ and
safeguard 'hil ‘po-.lt.iony -~ Nero accused c:]hrhtlan-.

Some ware maft:yxea by linga.rlngv torture., other by exposire to wild

beasts in the arena. The infant Christian congregation at Roma was

Many ‘Christians elﬁwheka went into hiding.
Nero's government had, in A.D. 61, .released the apostle Paul after
two years at Rome. (Two y'eax's was the .maximum imprisonment prescribed

W a Roman “statute of limitations” since in the meantime no accusers

_ had appeared aq.ninlt him = Actn}ﬂz!@.!l.) ‘Now Paul was seized again

{IX Tim. 118, 16; 4:6-8), spoke ps:nonaliy bafore Naro himself, and in

A.D. 68 was beheaded. i
About this time, copias of the epistlesof Paul were gathered together,
posaibly.by Paul himself just bafoxc'hln death, along with cooles of

and pr
epistles, historles/ "gospola®™ by other writers and,sent to Pater v
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(probably by the hand of Mark -— corﬁparing IX Tim. 4:11 with Col. 4110
and I Pet. $:13). Then, by the direct inspiration and authority of Christ),
: and editing where necessary
Peter and the Church, after carefully going over the material) officially
pronounced cextain of the books as inspired Scripture to be placed on
the -same level as the 014 Testament as an infallible guida.
This first canonization of New Testament books occurred on the
ave of Pater'a own death (IX Pet. 1:12-15) which probably occurred
before 69 A.D. (By 80 or 81 there was little likelihood that a fraud
would be expased and Anacletus, bishop :;t Rome, consecrlat'ed at Rome

a tomb for “"Peter.%)"
Church Ousted From Jerusalem
Meanwhile, -1n Judea the unconvarted Jewish nation had risen in
xebellion to drive the Romans from.l’nle:ttno. A Roman army genoralled
by Cestius cams in sight of the walls of Jerusalem in A.D. és. The
xebels were beaten and ready to surrender, had he only known it. But
something held him back. The rebels again took heart. His chance wa->
past, ‘ ’ ;
But God's headquarters Church was still in danger -~ in the doomed
and besieged city. For the sake of his Jewish mistress, Nero had tended
’ to favor the Jews. Nero died in 68 - uh;ttly aftex the apostle Paul.
With Veapasian as general t;he Roman army now moved energetically to crush
the rebellion. ’
.
Was the living, active Jesus Christ on the job? Yes! R stronger
hand than all the might.of Rom would maka the next move!

The new Emperor died suddenly. Leaving the army in Palestine in

command of his son, Vespasian raced for Rome to take the vacant throne.

t

23
Again the Roman armies withdrew.

Christ had warned his servants to flea when they saw Jerusalem
encircled by armies. The whole nation had had other warnings. “Morxeover,"
records JD!;Phll!. the Jewish historian, "at that feast which we c;ll
Pentecost, as the priests were going by night into the inn;: court of
the temple ... they said that J:n the ﬂ.ntkplace they felt a quaking, and
heard a great noisae, and after that they heard a sound as of a mult;ttude.
saying, ‘LET US REMOVE HENCE'" (Wars of the Jews, VI, v, 3.

And God's people did “remove. hence!® Christ had given them a last

opportunity to flee.. The Church fled to the mountains, and on to Pella,
a small town just beyond the River Jordan.

Behind them the Roman armies closed in rapidly on Jerusalem,
literally starving the Jews {.nto submission. After horrible suffering

Jarusalem fell. Thousands were crucified. The 'ren;plo of God wasg burned
to the ground!

Everywhere in Roman lands the Church of God was silenced. Two
Caesars h;d met death in one year. Out of fear of revolt no maatings of
any ki:d':a.g;:;“ss A.D. - . ..

. Thus ended, after just two 19-year cycles, the work of the Church in
Jerusalem. Jesus founded His Church by sending the promised Holy Spirit on
Pentecost, Monday, June 18, 11 A.D. — as the exact astronomical computa-

tions of God's sacred calendar prove « It was exactly 19 years latex that

Paul saw

Paul received the call to go into Europe (Acts 16:9).

in a vision

fellowing
avhich " he wrote, “a door was opened unto me of the Lord"

a man in Macedonia shouting "Help us'" -
-— a way was open--d
to preach the gospel in Europe. Prom this Pantecost in S0 A.D. it was

exactly another 19 years to the apring of the final siege of Jerusalem.
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but who were actually wolves in sheep's 'clothlnq.

R
CHAPTER 2 \ Since the new inventions and ideas of these clever men required

THE TRUE CHURCH -~ AND THE ZALSE! proof -- not to be found in the writings of the apostles —— “"recourse
The true Church did not dis,” after 70 A.D. It merely went to sleep N was had to falsehoods and impositions ... When asked where they had ' -
(Matt. 25:1~13). It's drowsy condition was already evident in ‘tha . learned what they so confidently 'taught. some produced fictitious books
latter days of the apostles. i e emee . : SRR mde; the names of Abraham, Zoroaster, and Christ, or His apostles:; some
“Stir up the gift of God, which i, in thee” wrota Paul to Timothy, pratended to have derived their principles from a secrat doctrine taught
hias most fall;htul and enduring assistant (II Tim. 11161 Phil, 2:19-21). by Christ.= ’

- - ) - N )
And say to Archippus,” he wrote the Colossians, “Take hee§ to the This church had different leaders, different traditiona, different

. N - .
ministry which thou hast received in tha Lord, that thou fulfill it . doctrines, a widsly differing gpirit! Was this the trua Church gone

(Col. 4:17). wrong? Or was this another, a DIFFERENT and FALSE chuxch, that was:

The earliest Christians had eagerly expected the imminent and baing founded by man who were tools of Satan the devil? Obviously. this

1 - God
. almost immediate return of Chrisat But by the late sixties, even th’ , vas not 's Church®

- ¥
pinisters of His Church seem to have acquired "lazy bones.® Perhaps

A telltale clua is the complete absence of historical connecting

many had now decided Christ’s return was not then imminent (see Matt. 24:4% links. A great yawning gap —- an unbridgeable chasm —- separates thae

Hand in hand with this waning zeal and activity of ths true Church, apostolic Church Jesus founded from the known beginning of today's

and more successfully after the departure of the h'eadqu‘urgern congregation professing Christian churs:he-.

from Jerusalem, came viaibility and dominance of a false charch, professing Roman
ts ks "Christian® but bcing in actuality a having been As the historian, Edward Gibbon (Decline ﬂﬂitﬁ
countexrfeit -~ s mystery system than already/for some yeara at work 4 Empire, chapter 15) candidly states: "The scanty materials of ecclesiastical
II Thess. 2:7). .
¢ ess. 2:7) history seldom enabla us to dispel the cloud that hangs over the first
Recognizad By All Historians
T age of the church.”

-
Hotice what Mosheim. the church historian, admits: “Christian Jesse Lyman Hurlbut (The Story of tha Christian Church) called

churches had scarcely been organized when men rose up, who, not being

this period, just after Acts, the "Age of Shadows.”

. contented with the sf{mplicity and purity of that religion which the And he continues *... of all the periods in the chuxch's history,
»

zZpostles taught, attempted innovations, and fashioned religlon accoxding / 1t is the one about which we know tha least Yor fifty years after
' ] ] sess

20 thelr own liking" (emphasis ours).

8t. Paul's life a curtain hangs over the church, through which we strive
Thesa were conspirators! Men masquerading as God’'s ministers -~ .

.- i o arem
vainly ro lank: and when at lant Lt riasa sbonk 1 nowith e writl
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of the eurue;t church fathers, we find a church in many aspectas VERY
DIFFERENT from that in the days of St. Peter and St. Paul.*

Again we ask: Was this —— when the curtain arose -- really the
same church?

It was not?

The true Church of God had faded from view. Another church had

come on the stage. :
Missing History Poretold: L

Scarcely twenty years after the ctuclﬂxion of Jesus, the apostle
Paul, in one of his first inapired letters, cautioned Christians not ' to
be deceived by false preaching or by false letters purporting to be from
the apo;clns. "Let no man deceive you by any means; for that day" —-
referring to the time of God's lntazvnticn' in human affairs when Jesus
Chriat will return to rule the nations - 'lha?.l not come except there
come a falling away PIRST* (XI Thess. 2:3). .

The wholesale departure of pt.otesninq Christians from the truth
was prophesied as something which had to happen before Jesus Christ
could return. : . -

How _ did it happen? Acts 8 gives us this clue.

After Simon Magus had been *dunked” yet had, in a most unconverted,
un- Christian attitude, tried to buy the power to be-ta\; the Holy Spirit in
accordance with his own selfish aims, the apoatle Peter told him plainly:
"You have neither part nor lot.in this matter: for your heart is not
right* (verse 21).

Peter, by the Holy Spirit of God within him, had read Simon's mind.

But why did he mention a *lot“~- the means by whlich Jesus Chriat had

J

A

designated Hatth'inu to the vacant place .of Judas? (Acts 1:26) Bacause
what Simon was attempting to buy was no leas :han an apostleship in
God's Church! - ’

Simon was alrgady chief rell.tiious leader of the Samaritans
(verses 9-10). But God‘s Church had a power, and its message of a coming
Kingdom of peace and p:o:périty had an appeal that his church’s religion
lacked. People wanted that! What r.; springboard for him, Simon reasoned,
to gain truly universal power and authority through religion!

Simon's mbtives were all wrong. And when he failed to buy the
power of the Holy Spirit, he neither repented nor changed his aim.

Instead, he continued to claim to be a Christian, and a leader of

" Christians — an apostle —— at that!

Thus Simon began bun.dlnq his church. T
71.’1'-;0 Car.ﬁbl!.g historian of the fourth century, Busebius, states
unequivocaiiyx o o
“gfmon, however, we have understood to have taken the lead in all

heresy; from which also, down to the present time, those that followed

him still affect the modest philosophy of the Christians®” (Ecc. m::./.

IX, xiii).
Others, takin'q their cue from him, either joined him as his asubordin-
ates or set out independently to gain a following for themselves, as he did

Bow The Apostasy Spread

Though nearly all the writings of the Church in the years after
70 A.D. have perished, yet prophecy remains. Paul, the teachsr of the
Gentiles, had explained how the apostasy ‘w11 »ore.d,

Paul gathered the elders (ministers) of the church at.Ephesus to



deliver them a final message concerning their responsibility over the
local congregations. “For,* said Paul, *I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the
flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse

(Acts 20:29-38).

things® =- why? --"to draw away disciples after them”/ To gain a

personal following for themselves! To start new denominationa!
Do you catch the full significance of these two verses?

The elders oxr ministers were especially assembled because,

=

would leave Ephesus -~ not centuries later, but

immediately after Pau.

|

IMMEDIATELY -~ there would come within the local church congreqatior'l'l
false ministers, wolves in sheep's c!othi.ng, to make a prey of Christians;
and even from thosa elders ordained by Paul himself some would pervert
the doctrine of Jesus to secure a tollnwiné of "Chizinti:sn:' themselves.
Did it happen? Xt d4id: ;\nd all Asia (the province in which
Ephesus was located) was turned away from Paul (I Tim. 1:15).
No wonder Paul instructed the evangelist Timothy to "reprove,

rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. FPor: the time will

come that they will not endure socund doctrine; but after their own lusts'--

the congregations wanting to do what they pleased —— “gshall they heap to
themselves teachara” — elect ministers who will preach what they want to
hear -- "and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall

turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned untg fables"”

(XX Tih. 4:3,4; see also I Tim. 1:3).
No wonder not only Paul, but also Peter warned the qhuxchau that
MANY would be misled. That false teachers among Christians would bring

in horeaies, “and MANY shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of

a9

whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of" (II Pet. 2:2).
Yes, they caused LIES to be circulated about God's truth -~ and

God's peopla! ~
And no wonder that Jude, apostle and brother of Jesus, had to

include in i’l.’.l letter the atern ,adrfc?nitlon that every Chriatian “should

earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

FOR THERE ARE CERTAIN MEN CREPT IN UNAWARES, who were before of old-

ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, TURNING THE GRACE OF GOD
INTO LASCIVIOUSNESS [permissiveness to do evil], and denying the only
Lord God, and our iatd Jesus Christ ... These be they who separate
themselves [n.s-.v.: “set up divisiona®-- sects and denominationa],
sensual, having not the Spirit” (Judg,! and 19). .

They turned the grac; or unmerited pardon r{! God into l icense to_
disobey the commandmenta . '

Jude shows these preachers separatad themselves and thelr followers

from the body of Chriast, the Church. They formed their own churches and

‘called them the churches of Christ! But they wera no longer, if aver,

real Christians. ‘
The_Actual Evewitness of Joh;l

:rha apostle John saw the same apostasy develop. And outliving l.}l
the other apostles,‘ha .wrote nearly 40 years later as an eycwtltne-. ot
things that were pasts: ‘ -
' "MANY false prophets (or preachers) arc gone out into the world
«es” he warned. They professed to be Ch;lnt'- ministers, they came in
the name of Christ; but. they wera anti-christs! ‘

John continued: “They aro.ot the world: therefore they speak of the

: he

warld AND THF 90N NEARCTI THEY We Srn AF A R N A LT R



us; he that is not of God heareth not us® -~ whoever does not obey Him --
“haarath not ua? (X John 4:1, 5-6).

Do you grasp the meaning of thesa verses?
.

The WORLD believed the many false ﬁ\lniaters. Tha few listened to

and believed the spostles of Christ. The world dia ndt believe the apostles
The world accepted, instead, tho PALSE PREACHERS who rose up in the Chuxch.
Notice:

"Even now have many antichriats arisen .... They went out from us
{they had left the Church], but they were not of us; for if tf\ey had been
of us [that is, converted men], they w:;uld no doubt have continued with us;
but they went out, that they might vl:le made manifest that they were not all
of us® (I John 2:18-19.) . They were unconverted men.
This is why there are so many denominations today!

ng i -
John wrote of the same condition in II John 7_"For MANY DECEIVERS

antexad {7 . ) W

‘axe/gone forth] into the world .... Whoscaver transqresseth, and abideth not.
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God."

Those falaa teachers wha lemft the;t:xmcmrch *professad to know God”
- they pretended to obey God -- "but in their works®they denied Him, “being
abominable and DISOBEDIENT, and unto every good work —sprohate® (Titos 1716}
th;y professed Christ and the Puth;n bx;t they rejected the authority of God
and His law. They were DISOBEDIENT.
They acknowledged that Jesus was t:.he Christ; they came in His panme,

profesaing to be the ministera of Christ -- but they rejected His message.

True Christians Forced Qut .

Long ago Jesus had warned that the time would come when any truo

followers of His would be put out of religious congregations mostly

)

2

i

composed of deceived pecple (John 163:2).
In John's day this occurred whenevexr the false ministers were able
to influence a majority in a local church. They simply took ove'r: and

began to expel any remaining true Christians.

ssm-=- -~ .~ In the letter of the apostle John to Gaius, we read; "I wrote unto

the church, but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the pre-eminenca among tham.;
receiveth us not. Wherefore, if I come, I will z‘_emember hia deeds which '
he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content
therewith, netthe;' doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth
them that would, AND CASTETH THEM OUT OF THE CHURCH® (III John 9 and 10).
) The true Christiana, who alone comprised the true Church;— were 2

--- being put out of the visible, organized congregations. They were the

SCATTERED ones of whom John said: . Therefore the world knoweth ys not®
- {Iohn 311). - i
© Put that 214 not mean thé'ccatcezed individuals were not part of

_the Church. They only were the Church because they were joined to Christ

through the Holy Spirit. " Those who drove them out became part of the
£alse chuxch -~ the church of the god of this world -- "the synagogue®
of Satan.” S B .
* - But Jesus p:o;nhcd to be with the faithful remnant of His Church
to the end of the age -- to guide His people into txuth.
Where has His Church been these 19500 years?
The lfe and the mission of the true Church were not finished!
And the sleeping Church was not dead!: »
An_Amazing_Prophecy]

In the book -o! Revelation is an amazing prophecy. Almost no one
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understands it, yut it is actually ‘IIQIY plain. It is the Seven Churches
of Revelation.

Notice Revelation 1:12-13. John saw a vision of seven candlesticks
and Jesus in their midst. Tha Bible interprets the seven candlesticks to .
mean seven particular church congregations (verse 20). To them the book
of Revelation is dedicated.

But why to them, and to them only? The book of Revelation is
equally relevant to the churches of Philippi, Cor!.m:h. Colossas, to
name just a few -- or to the entire Chuxch in every generation.

Yet Jesus Christ 1s pictured as dwelling among Ghe seven chrcEe}

THE_EN’

AS THOUGH THEY WERE

There is the answer! Jesus dwells in the entire Church. Since

this vision pictures Him dwelling ONLY in seven churches, those seven

church must fepresent the entire Chirch ™~ Jesus chosa a particular seven
for this purpose Because they formed a perfect two-fold pattern:

these seven (the numI;GI: signifying completeness in the
Scriptures) local first century congregations encompaased all. the

general conditions-typieal

today are @ f5hed>to hear what the Holy Spirit says to all tha saven

£-Godlg.people_anywhere. That is why we

churches. -
@ those seven.churches, each with its own particular character-

iatics, were chosen becauss their location in successive order on a long

mail route was typical of Seven successive :ta;e:;)_g_g_ gospcl labor of the

Church of God through all ages. Their circumstances, strengths, weak-

nessas -- even their names -~would have prophetic meaning for the Church !

of God in each specific, succeeding age! . .

Who ARE the Seven Churches?

WHY have all Bible Students, until now, been unable to identify
thesa churches? Many have grasped the two basic facts just ﬂta'ted. But
it seems a‘;aryone has ASSUMED, erroneously, that thesa pictura seven
stages of the visibln, organized churches which have called themselves
"Christian,” and in vain have they endeavoured to apply them. In
other wotd;, it has been assumed that the churches of this world are
pictured in Revelation 2 and 3 as continuations of the true Church in
_a.pautblic days. ‘

!’.‘veryonn., it seems, has supgos‘eg that, following the apcstglicl
Church, these seven churches picture !I'.he coursa of history in .the Greek

and Roman Catholic and the Protestant churches -~ the church of the god

of this world! . [
B But such is not true.
These two chapters of Rcvelutio; plcture, and convey God's messags
to tha true Church of God -~ the Chu:ch’:which CHRIST lives and works —-
the Church which is HIS BODY — His instrumentality -- the Church HE USES!
It is tha Church that was acatéeted, paruacuted?;::::qnnized ~=- many of .
whose members have been'ma:tytnd.

This Church ’Ls composed of members who, even though begotten by and

led by the Holy Spirit, yet are human and therefore not perfect. In the
message to aach of these seven churches Jesus has a word of correctlon.

In every case He points out things they need to overcome. But they are
people who have and axe led by His Spirit, who put themselves under

GOD'S government -~ His rule -- instead of human traditions or self

desire or the way that seems right to a man, and who have in the main
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THE TRUE GOSPEL, even though they often lost vital portions of it. Jasus had pr;)mllﬁd to guida his apostles ‘into all truth (John 16:13).
Notice chapter 2, verse 1: “These things saith He that holdeth the ) The apostles had been thoroughly trained and fitted for their
seven staras [the angels of the true Church] in His right hand, who walketh responsibilities through the personal correction, reproof and instruction
in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks® ~- th.e seven churches. . ) of Jesus. The apostles in turn had thoroughly instructed the elders and
Jesus AChrist is IN these churches. He rules them -- holds their leaders the congregation at Jerusalem in the way of truth.

“in His hand." They are His churches; not Satan's churches which falealy Jesus conferred upon His representatives the keys of the kingdom of
masquerade as “Christian.” ST

God ;nd authority to guide the Church through the inspiration of the
Remember the true Chruch has not been powerful and recognized by Holy Spirit. They could *bind,” or forbid certain things; and they could
the world -- but acatt?red, porsecuted, seldom noticed by the world, and “loose? or permit certain things. In Matthew 18:18, Jesus gives his
even then regarded as heretics. . ministers t'he autho;:ity to make binding decisions, based on the revelation

Now let's UNDERSTAND what and whom each of these seven stages ! of God and under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in order to preserve '
represent.

the unity of the Church in love and truth.

. The Apostolic Age ) It was the Jerusalem church, acting in “his capacity, which watched

The church at Ephesus -~ the first mentioned -- pictured the Apostoly over, corrected, and even intervened in the affirs of her daugh‘te: churches
- Church. It was a Church era which had a headquarters to which othar o -Pavar;m;\erc. No other church could claim this right.

congregations or scatterad individuals could look for guidance, and Lt vas the Jerusalem church which had originally sent Peter and .
32 the ctandard for truth (I Thess. 2:14). .John ‘to Samaria. At another tima, when it was known that certain individ-
‘Let's notice this. uals had preached in Antioch and newsof “thesa things came unto the ears
In Acts 153:1-2, we read of a dispute that arose in the local of the church which was in Jerusalem ... they sent forth Barnabas, that :
churchea in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. In their midst were Paul and . he should go as far as Antloch® (Acts 1:22). . X E
Barnabas, both of great authority in the éhurch. Yet to whom did the It was to the Ja:;xsalem church that the twelve and Paul often
brethren turn in order to settle the dispute? To the HEADQUARTERS CHURCH return after completing thelr journeys.
== Jerusalem -— where the other apostles and elders were gathered. . The Jerusalem chuzch‘zemained the headquarters church even after
At Jerusalem the question would be considered and decided. Why? ) it removed to Palla. Rome was never the parent or headquarters church.
Because the brethren knew that Jesus had given special n\.;thotlty to His . .

"But little by little, this headquartem church lost fts influence.
miniaters who were at the headquarters church —- Jerusalem. They knew

R N S



"Ephesus® Losea "First Love®”

Jesus Christ highly commended the stxrong, true guidance of the
faithful Jerusalem church during the firat part of the Ephesian era.
"X know thy works." He said,"...and thou hast tried them whi_c_h SAY they
are apostles and are not* -- this church had encountered and unmasked
those deceivers who want around deliberately lying, claiming to be Christ's
apostles (II Cor. 11:13-15) =-- “and hast found them liars.® The truth '
emanating from Jerusalem clearly convicted those lying, pretended apostles.

“...And for my name's sake [thou] hast laboured, and hast not fainted

But...?"ueverthalesa I have somewhat against thee because thou hast Left)

P .
§ £i e” (Rev. 22-4). And the Greek word Jesus here uses is

phekas, meaning 1et go, thus linking the name he had chosen for this
<
. @Mn. Aphesis also means forgiveness, deliver;

i'p_c} But time had dragged on; Jesus had not yet returned. So, especially

after 70 A.D., many true Christians had let down, becoming more and mora
lacking in zeal. Was it false doctrine that caused Jesus concern? No!

Hotice the message he gave: “Repent, and DO the first WORKS." Ha is

vitally interested in works!

This was at{ll the true Church, atil) bad the truk doctrine. It's

M Thet

doctrine and message had not changed. F was the false church which was
t

== Sunday worshi immortal souls, (,_;nu%
preaching “another gospel” (Gal. 1:6) Bu rist’s own Church had ceas€d™

to carry His qospel tg the world.
\'____'—_’_—___——‘

Antioch Retains Leadership of Greek Christians
In his later years, Paul left the Churches of God which he had

raised up in Asia Minor under the general supervidon of Peter. Catholie

JR— Jesus alluded to the situation which existed at Antlioch at that

writers $ate Peted watched over the Gentile converts from the ancient
city of Antioch in Syria, which was, ne:;r_ to Jerusalem, the most {mportant
early center of the Church tAlct;s 14:26-28) .

Barnabas had been sent there to be its first minister (Acts 11:22).

However, trouble soon arosa. Eusebius' Chronicle gives Peter the credit

for "establishing” this church in A,D. 42. Another account tells why == .

Peter went there to withstand Simon Magus.

time -~ and elsewhera later -- in his message to the church of Ephesus.
*But this thou hast, that thou hatest the dee.ds of the Nlcolaitarﬁ. which
I also hate” (Rav. 2:15).

Christ hated the deeds ~- the evil works -- of the Nicolaitans.

But who were the Nicolaitarjs? And what was it they did? L

. _fathers ~- all wrote of these Nicolaitanes. From the Catholic z“": clopediz

Ignatius, Irenaeus, Ciement of Alexandria and Eusebius - ,Ch‘"‘ﬂ‘

and Hastings® Dictionary of the Bible, articles "Nicolas" and 'NLcolai@l 3

These Nicolaitanes felt themselves free from any obligation to keep God's
Law, having "turned the grace of God into laasciviousness” —— license to
do A (L:Z'fﬁudc 4). Some of them, carrying this principle to its

logical conclusion "led lives of unrestrained indulgence.® They claimed

to have derived from'Nicolas® their doctrine of promiscuity.

Who was Nicolas? Not the.deacon Nicolas of Acts 6:5 as some have

: -
supposed. This 'Nicolas of Antioch® is identifled with a "bishop Nicolas o
Samaria ... a heretic in company with Simon Magus.*

But why was he called Nicolas of Antioch? Because he was with Simon

at Antioch before the apostle Peter came there to counteract their poison-

aftervard . .
Antioch, became a secondary headquarters for God's Church, becar

was equally accessihle from Pantuae, Rabulon and Aeris 1o
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Groek-speaking areas of southern and waqtam Asia Minor. Here was the .
major Gentile center for the Feast of Tabe’maclet (Gal. 2:12-14). Paul,
Barnabas and other leaders continued to work in Gentile lands from a
headquarters in Antioch (Acta 13:1-2).

Even long after apostolic d‘ays—. Antioch remained a chiaef cen(-;et .
of professing Christians. ‘It becam; second only to Alexandria, Egypt,
in the false church and one of the five seats of patriarchs (great fathers

the Emperor
or papas) in the state church later organized by/Constantina.

Headguarters Finally to Ephesus
Ephesus was Paul‘s headquarters for some years (:cts 19:11,10). He
returned here after his first Roman imprisonment and his trip to Spain
and Britain. Here, according to t:_hu earliest church historians, he

blaced Timothy in charge of the Greek-speaking churches in Asia (see
e . - . X .

I Tim. 1:3)"_‘“1‘ ;‘?kw,,.y-n..‘zt,:,v.d Y dms appaniatly Lndid b

,.41 - abitman . ] .

We do not know what later happened to Timothy. We do know that e

leaders i
. ‘Ephe‘;us and all Asia wers soon after turned away from Paul personally,

Theefalse teachers and disloyal cldets‘:‘s':ekinq power and prestige for
(0 Tom 12055 Mite 201 2133),
themselves Probably they put Timothy out with a few other faithful ones,
PHPATS i odmmiliin G dnihilind and rvertoms tam (i Tin, 11 4-5).
Jesus Christ allowed this. Ha was fully able to protect his own.

But the local church at Ephesus, like the Church as a whole, had 1left its

first love. He let the wolves devaur.

This happened also to the
remnant of the Jerusalem church, as we will gsee.
Sinca the end of the first two l9-year cycles, another whole cycle

e ;f«&
haq passed. Now, in a fourth 19-year cycle, Jesus Christ used,John to

e

i
'

finish the writing and the canonization of the New Testament, and to

give tha Ephesian erxa a last chance to awaken and do the "first works.*

J

a9

In his old age John fixed his seat at Ephesus, the only one of the

original apostles left alive (see John 21:22-24). Here is another reason
why Jesus Christ chose Ephesus to represent this first of the seven ages
of His Church. From here, John directed the work of that Church.

About A.D. 90, Emperor Domitian began what has been called the
second imperial persecution. The aged J;)hn was imprisoned on the isle of
Patmos in the Aegean, where he received the visions comprising the .book of

Revelation and the command to write them down. Probably Christ allowed

- John to be imprisoned for no other reason than to give him the needed

leisure to write this remaining: important part of the New Testament.

Ephesus Candlestick Removed
Like Nero's persecution, Domitian's persecution was local and

spasmodic. Most of the slain were in Italy and i True

Roms itself.
i)

Christianity, if any, was driven from Rome.
John was released and returned to Ephesus, where later he died and

was buried. But before his release, he had penned Chrisgt's last warning

‘words to Ephesus ~- and to the rest of the seven churches.

‘ To Ephesus John wrote, at the dictation of Jesus Christ: “...repent,
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly and remove
th__! candlestick out.of _r_l_l_s_ m" (Rev. 235).

A candlestick symbolizes each one of the seven churches (Rev. 1:20).
The church itself, then, was the thing to be removed. Yot at the time
John penned these words ~= ni)out 95 A.D. -~ Jeaus alrendy- knew the
performance record of the church of “Ephesus.”

. ,
Jerusalem headquarters congregation had already been done, phyaically,

The removal of its

in type. It was done spiritually when the authority and the respect in

|
|
|
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which this mother church had been held was gradually stripped from it.
But even the literal city of Ephesus was to suffer the stern sentence

of the living Christ. Stamped on anclent coins found in the ruins of

Ephesus are such titles as "Firat of all the greatest.” How fitting that °
this city's name should be used for the first age of God's Church! Or
that in later years tha very site should be deserted, the population

moved to a higher location more than a mile to the northeast, which is
That name? Nothing more than a later cozsuption

of the anciest—Greek-woxds for *St. John, spokesman for God”!
It astands thus attested -- by prophecy fulfilled -- that John did
Lol »
speak for God: % MW.@.@—’G lh._. ‘{ [al() 4 y"‘”‘!

¥hile John 1iwved, he dominated tha scene in Ephesus, whilu true

today called Ayassoluk!

Christians were caast sut of fellowshlp in other local chuxches.

After John's death, it was Onesimua, according to the Catholic
“*church father® Ignatius, who pr;sldcd in Ephesus and no longer allowed
any "heresy.” And pecrhaps it is significant that it was here, finally,
in A.D. 431, that aWM@WMMa
-w -~ earlier applied, in inscriptions found in the ruins,

to Diana of the Ephesians (see Acts 19:23-35) -~ to the so-called virgin
Mary! Koalis emdimmid Lelinf in g fiilline Pillimment gl

- oy}
A%‘dlestlck of Ephesus had been removed from its place

among God‘'s churches. The degenerate Greek “Christianity” which was.
propagated from this era was no longer accounted the Church of God.
But Christ had geven Church eras, as he was careful to point out

in the very first verse addressed to Ephesus (Rev. 2:1)}.
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Meanwhile in Palestine A
After the martyrdom of James the brother of Jesus, and before the
his cousin .
departure from Jerusalem,/Simeon son of Cleopas had become the presiding
elder in the headquarters congregation. Through the declining years of
the Ephesian era, Simeon, like John, lived on and on, as if he would live
forever. Finally, in 107 A.D. in the reign of the Emperor Trajan, at a

reported age of a hundred and twenty years, Simeon was crucified.

Thirteen more "bishops* -- all circumcised Jews -- ruled the Pella-

Jerusalem church in rapid succession. As He often does, Jesus Christ was
atill ruling his Church and working through members of the same family.
i reign of e

Hegeaippusw how, in the/Domitian, Zokker and
James, ;zandscns of Jude, hac.l been called before the Roman governor,
interrogated and contemptuous.ly dismissed as .unwo:thy of gurthennoticc and
obviously presenting no danger to Roman rule. The house of David sank
into rustic obscurity.

Then, about A.D. 135, came Jesus Christ's time to separate a living’
“Smyrna® remnant from among the lukewarm and unapiritual.

The stubborn Palestinian Jews had revolted in 132 for the third time.
This time the exasperated Romans completely destroyed the city of Jenuule;u.
They then founded a new Roman colony, of Gentiles only, on the sits, renamed

Jews ware forbidden to approach it. This included, of

Relia Capitolina.
course, Christian Jews.

And now was shown just how worldly and spairitually drowsy many had
become. Most of the "Jerusalem" congregation rejected God's method of chuxch
government and elected to themselves (II Tim. 4:3) a Gentile -- Marcus -- for

leader. Thus the majority found means to return to Jerusalem. There they
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became part of that other religious organization which tried to be at
the same time both Jewish and Gentila (Rev. 2:9).

Marcus proceeded to declare disfellowshipped those few who remained
faithful ;o the true doctrine and to Jesus Christ.

The Ephesus era was

finished! It was time for Smyrna to begin.

CHAPTER 3
THE SECOND AGE OF THE CHURCH

There were still faithful churches, though small in number, who

kept 'ﬂ;e commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ® (Rev. 12:17)
The world now called these people “Ebionites* (which meant *poor®) and ‘
*Nazsrenes” —-- the same name used in the Bible to refer to Paul and the
true Church (Acts 24:5).

Even the Jews condemned these Jewish Christians.

"Let the Notzrim

and the heretics perish as in a moment. Let them be wiped out of the

book of life and with the righteous let them not be written” intoned
Rabbi Samuel the Lesser about A.D. 100 {quoted in W. H. C. Prend,

Martyrdom and Persecution).

The_Church of Poor Paople

Jew or Gentile, the members of the small "Smyrna* Church were
dcspim;d and rejected by. th; world and the religious organizationa of the
day. And no wonder! Even the apostle Paul admitted he was called a
heretic -~ that's how the world vleuyu: {Acts 24:14) .

But though poor in material goods, and in the eyes of the world,

they were far from poor 'upiritually.

“These things saith the first and the last,* Jesus told them,

which was dead, and is alive; I know thy works, and tribulation, and povexty
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(BUT THOU ART RICH)* (Rev. 2:8-9).

Why were they rich? Because they knew the truth and obeyed God,
and because tha living Jeaus Christ continued to gulde and empowe;l::v;
prevent them from falling away and to bring them to eternal life.

B " Leadership Shifts to Smyrna

At Smyrna_jtself Polvcarp. trained by Johp and nqw _the chief
leader of the Church in the Greek area, presided for more.than.half
a_centuxy after John's death.

of Peter, Paul and John, Polycarp wrate mang letters to congregations gnd

. . N .
individualg, which however have all disappeared save one doubtful exception

History relates that, following the exampla

While the true Church in his area continued ta dwindle, Polycarp

stood up boldly for the truth. But the name Smyrna means bitter. And
in the
bitter indeed, was the lot of the Church/era that it symbolizds,

For meanwhile the progress and development of apostasy and the

~...false church went on apace. In the words of tha Encyclopaedia Britannicat

"The steady progress of the heretical movement in spiteof all

opposition was a cause of deep sorrow to Polycarp, szo that in the last

years of his life the words were constantly on his llpa.)rJq]

Cv‘Oh good God, to what times hast thou spared me, that I must suffer

{tolerate] such things!’*{(11lth ed., arti.cl«a-'Polycarp")j
st e -//

Such things as Apicetus, bishop of Rome -~ who claimed he was human
head of the catholic {universal) Church of God -- and pagan Easter, being
observed in churches claiming to be "Christian.® These Polycarp had to
allow. Por indeed there was nothing ha could do to stop them.

In his old age -- ha could not have been less than 85 and may have

been near 100 -- Polycarp journeyed to Rome. $tates Irenaeus:
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"But Polycarp also was not only instructed t;y the apostles, and
conversed with many who had seen Christ, but was also, by apostles in Aaia,
appointed bishop of the Church of Smyrna .... He is was who, coming to Rome

in the time of Anicetus® -- around 154 A.D. -~ “caused many to turn away
fxom the ... heretica to the Church of God, proclaiming that he had received
this one and sole truth from the apostles ...."

wWhile at Rome, Polycarp discussed with the Roman bishop the matter
of the introduction of the pagan Easter in place of the passover. Perhaps
even Polycarp failed to distinguish clearly between those honestly in error
and the deliberate conspiracy which was never any part of the true Church.

But Polycarp’'s attempt at convcx;sion was not a success. Anicetus
insisted upon observing Easter. He would neither be convarteci, nor keep
God*'s Passover. .

Continues Irenasus: “For neither¢ould Anicaetus persuade Polycarp not
to cbserve 1t'.- the Passover -- "because ha had always observed it with
John the disciple of our Lord, and the rest of the apostles, with whom he .
associated; and neither did Polxc#rp persuade Anicetus to obserxve it, wﬂo

said that he was bound to follow tha customs of the presbyters before him®

{quoted from Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical History, book V, chap. 24, in the

Hicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, vol. 1)}.

Hotice that Anicetus had no acriptural grounds -~ he followed tha
“customs® brought into his professing Christian church from paganism.

Polycarp returned to Asia. The following year (155 A.D.) he was
soized by an angry mob in Smyrna. “This is the teacher of Asiat” they
shouted, ®this is the father of the Christians; this is theideutroyez of

our gods® {quoted from the Encyclonaedia Britannlca}. Polycarp was burned.
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o~ .
Passover - Fastar Sunday Confusion

~ even in the West and universally,

Yrom the beginning, the New Testament practice/was to obsarve the

Passover annually on Nisan 14 of God's calendar aas & memorial of the -

death of Christ. Then here is what happened in the East.

In order to keep the occurrence of the Holy Days in line with the
measons, a change in the sequence of years in which intercalary months

were added within the 19-~year calendar cycle was made in 142 A.D.
necessary had
this/change was made by the Jews to whom Christ/given the oracle of the
rejected it and
calendar (Rom. 3:2), many professing Christians/began to introduce their

Becauss

own new ideas. The true Christians “"continued to use the Jewish cycle N

[God's method] till the bishops of Jerusalem who were of the circumcision
- were
were succeeded by others who/not of the circumcision [unconverted Gentiles

the

~=} ... they began to invent othar cycles” (Biagham's Antiquities of

Christian Church, p. ‘1152. .

This author co;xtinueaz "We s&a, at this time [beginning about A.D. uz)
the Jewish calculation {[determined by God's calendar which the Jews had
accurately preserved]) was generally rejected by the ... church, and yet
no certain one agree_d upon in its room ...."

Remember that up to this time, all profeasing Christians understood
that Jesus rose after three days -- on Saturday evening shortly before
sunast. But, rajnctll:\g God's sacred calendar, many in the professing

Christian world now began to miscalculate the annual occurrence of the
-

Paasover, but not only that -- tixcy also began to dbserve the Passover
weekly on Saturday, the Sabbath! »

Here is the proof from the Eccleslastical History of Socrates

Scholasticus: N



46

“While therefore some in Asia Minor observed tha day above-mentioned
{the Passover on the 14th of Niaan] others in the East kept this feast on
the sabbath indeed....” By "sabbath" all early writers meant Saturday.

Easter SUNDAY Propagated From Rome

But what about Anicetus and Rome? Socr$tes, supposing thay too had
originally held the custom of the East, continues:

“For although almost all churches throughout the world celebrate the
sacred mysteries on the sabbath of every week, yet the Christians of

Alexandria and at Rome, on account of soma ancient tradition, have ceased.

to do this™ (bk. V, chapter 22). ce
Did you catch the real significance of that? Most everywhere, false
teachers had transformed the Passover, an annual memorial in memory of the

weekly
death of Christ, into/"mysteries®

And while moat of their churches
celebrated them on Saturday, the Romans had put them on Sunday!

What did Paul warn about sacred mysteries? “Let no man deceive you
by any means: for that [of Christ's return] shall not come except there
come a fallling away first {an apostasy, a falling into error]. For the
MYSTERY OF INIQUITY [lawlessness] doth already work® (II Thess. 2:3, 7).

Now how were the false teachers going to altar the knowledge that
Jesus was three daya and thx_’ea nights in the tomb, so that thay could
get everyona's mysteries on Sunday? By cleverly miscounting the three
full days :and three full nights -- from Wednesday to Sabbath -~ that Jesus
spent in'His tomb.mrf%ven:ed lnsteac; a "Good Friday-Easter Sunday"®
tradition (see the Syriac Didascalia), making an annual Easter Sunday

supposed
a/memorial of Christ's resurrection -- which Ha never commanded to be

SThey were

©bserved. At the same timep busj inventing other/\’reasons -
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most of them pl-nln!.y ridiculous -~ for observing Sunday, the eighth day,
every week. For example? That eight persons were saved in the Ark!

Or, that a male child was circumcised the eighth day in 0l1d Testament
times! (Justin Martyr, Dialoque with Trypho, 41, 138).

‘ The one :'eas.on they most emphasized, however, was the claimed
necessity of doing differently than tha Jews. But it was to be yet some
time in the future before Sunday would be called and exalted as “the
Lord's day."

Whereas in most areas he professing Christiang, for a long time, A

observed both Sabbath and Sunday, Justin, a Samaritan settledin Rome,’

argued that man, not being holy, was not able riqhd,to keep any Sabbath
so should not try! : -

. . s
Thus the way was prepared for the Roman doctrine to apread

throughout the Empire. Already bishop Xys us) had
handed down_th tradi £-—Rast to his successor Telesphorug, and
henca to Hyginu;, to Pius, tc‘Anicetﬁs) Xystug was the first recorded

individual to preuveat-the.proper ohservance of the Passover and to

celebrate the “mysteries” annually on a Sunday,

.
Counterfeit Vision

Shortly after Polycarp's trip, there a;.;peared an amazing letter —-
said by many scholars to -have been a deliberate forgery. This letter
states: "Pope Plus, who lived about 147, had made a decree, That the
annual solemnity of the Pasch [the Greek word for Passover] should be
kept on the Lord's day [Sunday] and in cc;ntirmal:ion this he ptetelr\ded,
that Hermes, his brother, who was then an eminent teacher among them,

had received instruction from an angel, who commanded thit all mon should
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heep the Pasch on the Lord‘'s day (Bingham's Antiquities of the Chrstian
Church, pp. 1148-1149).

Of this same hoax, we read in Apostolical Fathers, by Donaldson,
P. 324, “"One of the letters forged in the name of Pius, where one Hermas
is mentioned as the author; and it _ia stated that in his a book a_cormmand-
ment was _given through an angel ta.cbserve the Passover on.a.Sunday.®

If this letter was a deliberate forgery, it was invented after
Polycarp's time in an effort to lend weight to the custom of Anicetus
in maintaining Sunday observance of Eucharist or Passover. If it was
not a forgery, then Pius himself waas .uxe author of this deceptive letter.
(Pius died just prior to the visit of Polycarp to Rome.‘)

But the Easter controversy did not end here!

Within 35 years it broke out vehemently between Polycrates of Aaia
Minor and Victor of Rome, who attempted to “cut off whole churchea of God
{another example of the expulsion of those who haeld to the truth from

organized .
the/professing Christian churches], who observed the tradition of an

ancient custom® -- the true Passover.

Here is a part of the forthright answer given by Polycrates to Victof
windicating tha truth of God:

"As for us, then, wa _nctupuloualy cbserve the exact day, neither
adding nor taking away. Por in Asia great luminaries have gone to
their rest, who shall rise again in the day of the coming of the Lord

... I speak of Philip, one of the twelve apostles .... John, moreover,

who reclined on the Lord’'s bosom ... Then there is Polycarp.... These

:

all kept t Passover on the fourteenth day of month, in accordance

th
b

" of the Jews. And these people claimed to be Jews -- but wera Notl

of e
with the gosorl, without ever deviating from it, but keeping to the

rule of faith® (Euschiur,Ere. Hak, bkS, ch.2¥),

What Is the “Synagogue of Satan®?

The Passover-Easter controversy dragged on -~ often called the
“Quartodeciman Controversy” from tl;s Greek word for fourteen because .
the trus Passover occurs on the fourteenth day of the first month of
God's calendar.

Ai.l sides claimedvto be Christian. But of ona side, Christ ﬂmnlf
says to hia church of the Smyrna era: "I know the BLASPHEMY of them
which say they are Jews, and are not, but the synagoque of Satan®
(Rev. 2:9).

Who or what was the "synagogue of Satan”? And why does Christ
label them such? \

“Synagogue” is customarily used in cormectlo_n with the zeiiqion

Was theras a pcopinlénd a ;:eligion which from Old Testament
times had falsely claimed to ba Jewiah?
Yes! The Samar.ltmsE

Read the origin of the Babylonian Samaritans and their hybrid

pagan religion in II Kings 17:18-33. They were sattled in the empty land
of the house of Israel — Samaria -- by the Assyrians who had conquered
and carried Israel away captive, Witi: them, the Samaritans brought the
worship of tha Babylonian goddesa Ishtar or Easter (Succoth-benoth), upon
which they later grafted certain alemen:.g of Cudaism. Only one Israelite
family, that of one priest, was ever au;ved to ratur{l.

howaver,
Through the succeeding centuries,/tha Samaritans would claim to

Y 1)
be Jews whenever it suited their purpose. Wrotas Josephus, about A.D.75:
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'See./t‘hac Alexander [the Great, of Hac;don] had so greatly honoured
the Jewa, (the Samaritans] determined to profess themselves Jews....

"When they sea the Jews in prosperity, they pretend that they axe
changed, and allied to them, and call them kinsmen, as though they were
derived from Joseph, and had Yy that means an original alliance with them;
but when they see them falling into a low condition, they say»theg are in
no way related to them, and that the Jews have no right to expect an.y
kindness or marks of kindred from them, but they declare that they are
sojourners, that come from other countries® (Antiguities of the Jews,

xx, 8, 6; IX, 14, 3). -

Simon Magus -- remember -~ and others who helpad found hia church,

weres Samaritans. Did his followera still claim to ba Jews (even those

no longer aware of Simon's real role)?

Yes! By claiming to be Christian! Because Jasus said,

*Salvation is of the Jews® (John 4:22). “To tha Jew first, then also to

the Greek™ (Rom. 1:16).

*"He is a Jew," says Paul, "which is one inwardly; and cixcur;ciuion
is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise
is not of men, but of God* (Rom. 2:29).

In Romnn-‘ 11:116-27 Paul explains that Israel and :he Jews, to whom
salvation belonged, were broken off because of unSelle!. Gentiles were

grafted in their place. But once grafted inm, they were no longer Gentiles

== *being in time past Gentiles in the flesh® (Eph. 2:11). Now they wers

all one in Christ Jesus, “no more strangers and foreignsrs, but fellow

citizens with the saints® (Eph. 2:19).

So here was a church made up of Gentiles claiming salvation, claim-

iam sm Vs Towa {rwardly, misaqierading as a *Christian® church, yet the ver
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tool of Satan himself:
What church was {t? Let the shocking record of hiatory answer!

A Church That W23 Centered in Rome!

- The Vatican hill in Rome had long been a center of religion.

*The Latin word vatis means a ‘prophet' or ‘soothsayer’ [ona who preaches

soothing doctrines people like to hear]. 1In days gone by theres had been
an Etruscan oracle on >t‘h1: spot" (Werner Keller, The Bible as History,
p. 389).

“The Vatican sanctuary ... seems to have been a well-known ...

cult centre ... of the worship of Cybels.... No less than nine inscriptions
t

referring to the same cult have long been known from the immediate '
1

vlginity of St. Peter's ...." (I. Toynbee and J. W. Perkins, The Shrine

of St. Peter and the Vatican Excavations, p o). '

The cult and statue of Cybele had been browugnt to Rome from Pergamos in

(Asia ike the Ephesian Diana (Artemis), Cybele was worshipped as the
Minor in the sixth century B.C) T

“Great Mother® of nature, and the "Mother of tha Gods." ‘Zeus or Jupiter

was her first-born son (see under those names in Anthon'a Classical

Dictionary).

To thias city, Rome, about AD. 45, came another great figure in
religion, Simon Magus. The church historian Busebius relates:

“...Tha enemy of salvation [S.atan] devising some scheme of aeiring
upon the me:erinl city for himaself, brought thither Simon.... ha attached

many of the ‘inhabitants of Rome to himself, in order to deceive them.

This is attested by Justin® (Ecc. Hist., II xiii-xiv).
Thare slmoq‘ becama a "peter”!

Surprising? Shocking? It should not be. But few realiza the

word “peter” (spelled in various ways) had a long history before Jesus*
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apostle Peter waas born!

In the Hebrew, Chaldean and related languages, peter or piter

meant an “opener” or "firstborn" (even Youngs Concordance will demonstratae

this). Both meanings were applicable to the priests, for they were
regarded as tha “"openers” or revealers of hidden knowledye and, in these
patriarchal societies, the !irst—i:crn son lnh;xlted the office of priest.
In the Latin and other Indo~European languages, the same word came to
mean father, padre, papa, the common title of priests.

Even the great Greek god Zeus -- “the father of :he gods” -- was
known in Rome as Jupiter, signifying both "god the father® and “god the
!1xst:born son® of the pagan religion.

It should now become clear how the tradition arose of a Simon

Peter at Rome. (There is no evidence that Jesus' apostle Peter was

ever in Rome. If he was there, it was only as a prisoner for execution,

much as the a;;os:le Paul when he ;ms taken there the second time. Nor
before the end of the second century
have wa evidence/of the tradition that a “Peter” was crucified upside

dovn in the reign of Nero.)

The Downgrading of Simon Magqus

Simon, ngt content with meraly balng an “apaatie,” actually
claimed to be god. bhimsaelf (see Acts 8:10 in a modern trxanslation, and

Euseblus*® ECCIc‘siastical History, bk. 2, ch. 13, or Justin Martyr,

Apology I, chapters XXV 'and LVI). Apparently he claimed that he
himself, was the one whg had been incarnate in Jesus Christ and once
cxucified and-xosurzacted. Much the same thing is saild of Menander
who stucceeded him at Antiochs .

“Menander, who succeeded Simon Magus, exhibited himaelf in his
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conduct an instrument of diabolical wickedness, not inferior to the
former. He, also, was a Samaritan, and haviny made no less progresa in .

U
his impostures than his master, revelled in still more arrogant pretensions

to miracles; saying that he was in truth the Saviour .... This account

may be easily confirmed from Irenaeus....

- "It was indeed a diabolical artifice,* continues Eusebius,
means of such impostors assuming the title of Christian”
But before the middle of the second century, the Gnostic aspect

of Simon's religion began to diverge widely (for a while) from the rest

of professing "Christianity.* Thus Eusebius writesof some: “"Prom this

("Chxistianity“], however, they appeared again to depart, and again to

.. embrace the superstitions of idols, falling down before the pictures

and statues of this selfsame Simon, and the aforesaid Helen with him;
—_— ——— N

- _venturing to offer them worship by incense, and sacrifices, "and libationa*®

- (bk. II, ch. xiv).

As a result, Simon began to be regarded as the spiritual

father solely of the Gnoatics, and his true history became completely

confused with that of Simon Petér the apostle, . -

Later leaders anathematized Simon Magus, attributing to him only the

history which gave no hint of any connection with the “Christianity® they
professed. ’
Justin-Martyr, for example, himself a Samaritan who flourished
"in Rome from about the time of Polycarp's death, wrote in abhorrence of
xavi), »
“that man’s doctrinas"‘ and concluded his second M"‘“":
“And I despised the wicked and deceitful doctrines of Simon of my

own nation. And if you {the Roman Emperor] give this book your authority,
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wa will expose him before all, that if po;sible, they may be converted.
Por to this end alone did we compose this treatise.®
Clearly, Justin and others like him now rejected Simon. But, sadly,
their rejection did not go so far as actually becoming converted themselves!
Justin elsewhere records how even the unconverted Jews of his cime_
judécd that brand of Samaritan “Christianity* which he and the majority of
all professing Christians still held:
"I [Trypho the Jew] am aware that your precepts in the so-called

Gospel are so wonderful and great, that I suspect no one can keep them;

for I have carefully read them. But this is what we are most at a loas

about: THAT YOU, PROFESSING TO BE PIOUS, AND SUPPOSING YOURSELVES
BETTER THAN OTHERS, ARE NOT IN ANY PARTICULAR SEPARATED FROM THEM, AND
DO _NOT ALTER YOUR MODE OF LIVING FROM THE NATIONS, IN THAT YOU OBSERVE"
HO FESTIVALS OR SABBATHS ...{other than those days the heathen obsexved,
including Sunday] AND ... YOU YET EXPECT m OBTAIN SOME GOOD THING FROM
GOD, WHILE YOU DO NOT OBEY HIS COMMANDMENT...* (Oislogue with wryphs, Xj.
What an indictment of thias counterfeit church professing itself to

be the very Church of God and His Christ!

. And leat there uho;n:! be any doubt whatscever of the prophetic
identity of that church, Juatin ‘ . plainly brands himself with the
v.o;'y brand of Christ's prophecy. For, writing to the Roman Emperor, he

claims “the Jewish and Samaritan races are called the tribe of Israel, and

the house of Jacocb.® But to the Jew, Trypho, who would KNOW that that was

a lie, ha speaks of “your fathers [who were led] out of Egypt” and other
worda of the same kind (X Apol., 1l1f, and Trypho, xi).

Yes, {ndeed, this was the "aynagogue of Satan” which “say they are

v . - -
| T g T
. ?}JW e

Jews, and are not*! ";f»‘;fd,‘ WM'.- r{‘b‘ ““Jw

‘l‘yhun, professing Christians -- and their leaders -- came to believa
their religion and its authority could be traced back through Pater the
apostle, and that their actually-pagan doctrines wexe the doctrines of
Peter, the Bible a_nd Christ!

But the history of the true Churcrh is our story. Let's continue,

Jesus Christ said, to the Church and era of Smyrna:

frear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cast some of you {.nto prigon, that ye may be tried; and ye
shall have TRIBULATION ten days” (Rev. 2:10). ' -

- 80 persecution was to come again to the true Church -- persecution
to the death!

)
After thelfirst attempts to restraln and intimidate the newly-

inspired apostles (see Acts 4 and 5), the Jewish leaders reached anl
oftté’lal“'deélaiom *...If this counsel or this work be of men, it will
come to nought [by itself, without persecution]s: But if it be of God, ye

cannot overthrow it; leat haply ye be found even to fight against God"

(Acts 5:38-39). Never again does official Jerusalem Jewry seem to have
persecuted the infant Church. It was the Hellenistic Jew, whose culture

and civilization was basically Greek, who gave the Church trouble.

Those who pe:sacuéed and martyred Stephen -- including Saul of
Tarsus, the future apostle Paul -- were Hellenistic Jews. Those who
later persecuted payl, who even followed him from city to city for that
purpose, were Hellenistic Jews (see Act’s 19:2,19). It was they who

were finally instrumental in putting Paul in prison, from which his only
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escape was by way of Rome (Acts 21:27).
But shortly before 70 A.D., even this persecution came to an end.

Now followed a period in which persecution came from the Roman government.

.

Why did Rome persecute? Thera was one reason. Fear,

Why? Because the Roman government or Empire was .a dictatoxship.
Its foundation principle was exploitation of the masses. There was no
democracy. Any new non-government grouping ~- be it even lodge, union,
or club ~- was.strictly forbidden ~~ illegal —- leat any party opposed
to the government become organized to stage a revolution.

The leaders in power feared for their power -- and for their lives.

If an Emperor persecuted a church, it was not because he cared if
false doctrine enslaved his subjects. All shades of opiniol; were welcome.
But only s0 lorg as they served and supported the Emperor!

When Nero feared for his throne he persec‘uted Christians. For

thi; anauthorized organization wau- taking xroot in his very capital. Nero -

cleared himself, and rid himself of a potential rival at the same time.

He was "killing two birds with one stone!”
of Christiuns occurred
Two periods of persecution/ as we have seen, before the end of
the first century. But both of these persecutions were somewhat local
and primarily at Roms, Thaey fell heavily on that church which was
developing at Rome.

Consider: Hava events proven the Roman civil government may have

had reason to feel a church seated in Rome had designa on supreme

secular power? History answers YES -(see Rev. 1733}, Remember, this
church which was seated in Rome was not the poor and humble true Church

of Revelation 2.
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In th; true Church, the knowledge was wall-known u\Qt a qr;at
apostate, antichristian power must arise in Rome. Though he darednot
put thia revelation too plainly in writing -~ lest it fall into the
wrong hands and he be misunderstood and mistakenly charged with treason
hl.m.uelf,-’-Paul clearly explained, verbally (II Thess. 2:5), to his converts
in M-acedonia that only the power of the Emperor's government in Rome
hindered the false system's assum;{ng power even then. It would happen,
he revealed, as soon as the power of ‘the Emperor should be removed from
Rome (verses 6 and 7).

That did happen, later.

The true Church of God, however, never planned to usurp power in
this world. Contrary to modern interpretations, the apostle Paul naver
onca envisioned trying to make the Roman Empire into the K(ngt'io:n of God.

Remember the grandsons of Jude? -When suspicion fell on them ——

because they were Christians, and Jewish, and descended from David, and
because Domitian feared any person who might claim a right to be a king

-~ they were examined, found innocent and released, exonerated.

"On_the Just and the Unjust®

But just as G9d‘ often sends good things on just and unjust alike
{Matt. 5:45), so sometimes true Christians must suffer along with the
false — and through no fault of their own (II Tim. 3:12).

Underatand wnat ‘th’ true Christian’s attitude is to persacution
and nm‘:ty:dom. Those were not true Christians who deliberately sought
MWRMMWW!MXy
committing suicide (a form of muxder) and breaking one of the cardinal

goints of the Ten Commandments.
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Both Peter and Paul instructed Christians to do their best to avoid
giving the government any ground for persecution —— and to prove by their
actions their innocence. “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man
for the Lord's sake: whether -it ba to the king, as supreme; or unto

gove:nor:....'ror 80 is the will of God, that with well doing ye may

put to silence the ignorance of foolish men* -~ false accusations (I Pet.
2:13-15). Turn in your own Bible and also read carefully Romans 13;1—7.

But if unjust persecution did ‘come anyway, the Christian had no
choice but to submit to whatiaver penalty was imposed.

“Por this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure
grief, 'suffering wrongfully. For‘what glory is it, if, when ye be
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take 1t patiently? but if when ye do
well, and suffer for it, ye take it patlengly, this is eccepcablo with
God. B

"For oven hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for
us, 1¥uv1ng us an example® (I Pet. 2:19-21).

.l And again, "But and if ye suffer for righteousness sake, happy
are fa: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled - ....
Yor it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing” (X Pet. 2:14, 17).
‘N'hy is I Pater so filled with such admonition? It was the xci;;n
of Ne;:o. And Peter also knew that greater tribulations lay ahead --
and m’ny evil doers professing to !;a Christian., Pew have realized Peter
. wrote these words in the shadow of his own martyrdom, instructing and
strengthening the Church for what was yet to come.

In such times, keeping one's eye on the ultimate goal beyond

N
would be the only way. 1In this one could rejolce, though certainly the
Christian would not enjoy the persecution (I Pet. 1:5-6; 4:13; Heb. 12:11).

Punished For “"the Name of Christ®

Once persecution had begun -~ perhaps caused or drawn by lawless,
rebellious "false brethren® (II Pet. 2:1, 3, 10, 13; Jude 4, 8) --
special persecution edicts were placed on the Roman law books. Neverthe-
lesas, dur.ing most of the time, they were not enforced. Throughout ;ha
first three centuries of the Christian era, persecution was only
occasional.

The lutte;: of Pliny -~ written about 112 A.D. -~ is a case in point.
Pliny found moat Christians in Bithynia-Pontus law-abiding, hard-working,
model citizens. They had heeded what Peter wrote them. Yet Pliny knew,
also, that for a Christian tongregation to meet together -- even on the
Sabbath -- was aginst state law. That's why he wrote the Empezcx)r for
clazitlca‘t.ion. Just how far must he go™ How rigidly enforce the law?

“Pliny seems to have been generally a humane and upright man. de

A\ns-villinq to be lenient -- to let peaceful (Matt. 5:9) Christians alone.

And Emperoxr Trajan allowed it! Christians were to be punished only if
someone formally accused them before a judge. Then, of course, law

must be upheld. . ‘

“"If ya be reproached for the name of Christ,” wrote Peter, “"happy

are ye .... But let nore of you suffer as ... an evildoer .... Yet if

any man suffer as a Christian, let him not ba ashamed” (I Pet. 4:4-16;

aea also Acts 11:26; Rom. 16:16).

Why were Christians punished? By this time, solely for bearing

the name of Christ. To bear that name was a crime! Fxto the Roman

——
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official mind, Christ was a rival King.

And what was the evidence? Simply acknowledqing that NAME OF
CHRIST!

On the other hand, it was easy to escape the Roman punishment.
Simply deny being a follower of Chriast -~ lie about it -- and sacrifice
to the cult of the Emperor!

S0 even Justin complained: “All who take their opinions from
these men [Simc”r:?‘hem\nder. Marcion) are, as we before said, called
Christians .... and whether they perpetrate those fabulous and shameful
deeds ..., we know not; but do know that they are neither persecuted nor
put to death by you, at least on account of their opinions” (I_Apology,
xxvi). The deliberately hypocritical went freef

True Christians -~ and some others -~ did not so easily escape!

The “Ten Days®™ Persecution '

What signs had Jesus given to herald a time of major persecution?
We findthem recorded in Matthew 24:6~9 -~ war, famine, pestilance
and sarthquakes, all given as a-lgns of the end-time.

But why is it said,“History repeats itself.* Because events run

remember ~-
repeatedly in similar cycles. And/Jesus has never given a definite datae
when famine, pestilence and earthquake will run without interruption
. second and .

straight through to His second coming. 1In thenchird centurig-~ even
more than in the more generally recognized events in Judea just preceding
70 A.D. -~ the predicted signs seemed rapidly to be in procesa of
fulfillment.

Hero had blamed Christians for burning Roma. Now others blamed

them for many things. Human beings want a acapegoat. If Chriatians
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had mentioned.prophecies foretelling these troubles -- and it was well
known that they had -- and if those troubles then occurred, wasn't it

logical that they had caused them! It was all their fault! So i:eoplq

reasoned. -

The result?

“Under Marcus Aurelius (161-180)" says Pisher (Histoxry of the !

Christian Church), *"Christians suffered hoth £xom-popular_fury and_from.
government. In this reign risings of the populace against the Christians

were frequent. Thege wexe occasioned by the tercible calamitles which
the empire auffered.”

What were those calamities? “There was not only warfare without
cessation; there was a plagye, from the destructive effects of which,
Niebuhr tells us, the empir.:e never recovered." N

Instead, as the work of the Smyrna age drew-towat;l a close, civil ant
economic conditions became worse and worse throughout the third century.
The famous Edict of Diocletian (A.D. 301) fixing standard prices empire-
wide came as a direct result of several bad h:\xvestn and resulting
scarcity of food. Unfortunately, as always in similar cases, this
legislation only made bad matters worse.

Eusebius (Bcc. Hist., IX, 8) givesa vivid description of tha

awful culmipation of Eimi_ne, paeatjlence and war about A.D. 310.

‘Then came the persecution!

In the days of Diocletian {284-305), so-called "Christians® were
deeply involved in political haggling. ,Diocletian belicv.ed he had un-
covered a plot to take over the empire when he found "Christians* taking

sides between himself and co-emperor Galerius. “Church father” Lactantius
ol 3p2-303
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Christianity.
Diocletian's firat persaecution edict.of Fehrnary, 01, was
directed solely against Christians in govgrpment.or in homes ns_sarvants

These were the ones he most suspected and

of government persannel!.

feared. But when once the edict was issued and there ensued rebellions

in Syriz mnd Melitere, his suspicion became certainty.

In_a second and
much stiffer edict, he ordered all_ church leaders {mprisaned

He decreed also that the special civil tax on all Jews -- which
the Romans had substityd for the former temple tax (Matt. 17:24-27)
when the Temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. -- should be rigorously exacted
of all "Christians” including those of the “synagogue of Satan.” After
all, did they not call themselves Jews?! (Rev. 2:9). -

In Rome and Italy, there was active persecution for about eighteen
mwonths and it was ended officially after three years. But in the
Eastern Empire ~- where Gud's peocpls w2re - the parsecution raged on.

Aftex Diocletian retired and the victories of the new Emparor
Constantine in the west, Galeriuw was gonstrained to issue briefly in
311 an edict of toleration. But even so, Maximian, his subordinate
ruling in Palestine and Asia Minor, only pretendad Lo couperate and again
persecuted until 313.

Thus the deadly persecution raged for ten long years (sea Euaebius,

Ece. Hist., VIIX, 15-16).

‘Mow Jesus Christ had apoken of a apecial persecution -- one that
was to affect Smyrna “ten days.” The major part of Smyrna‘'s persecution
wag to come at that time. What and when were those "ten daye®?

—_—

Obviously between 303_and J1), the total length of the persccution that

raged where God‘'s people were.

A few years later, Maximin's successor, Licinius, was about to

persecute again. “Again the worshippurs of God began to flee; again the

open fields, the deserts, forests, and meadows, received the servants
of Christ” (Eusebius, Ecc. Hist, X, B; see also Sozomen, Ecc. Ej:;j._._.'l. n
But this time the threat was quickly ended by the moving eastward of
Emperor
/Constantine's army.
Congtantine and the Church . \

From that time on, Constantine began to play an increasingly
important role .1n affairs of religion. It was c_o‘n_s_&ine_who me
Synday worship -- already common among both pagans and so-called Christians

-- an official mark of the Roman Empire (Rev. 13:16).

Here arae the words of his famous edict of 321 A.D.: "On the
venerable day of the sun let all maglistrates and éeopla PR re;t'
(see Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, afticle "Sunday
Legislation”). o L
Constantine was not yet even a professing Christian. He was a
worsidpsumsed the sun go.d. But he was an astute politician who wished to
unite the empire, and he foresaw at this time how it might be done and
political advant.:aqg: reaped for himself by an alliance uit‘h “Christianity.*
Naturally he allied himself that tha faction which offered the most
immediate benefits -- the strongest ally. That faction just happened to
be reigned over by Sylvester, bishop of Rome. AHe, too, observed the day
of the sun.
Now let the Catholic historian, Z’useblus‘ who lived in the time
of Constantine, tell the story: [%

“But before this time another most virulent disorder had existed,





































































































































































































































































































































































