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' ] SHOULD WE ODSERVE TAE JUBILEEZ YEARS TODAY?

We rend in levititus 26: that the sabbatical yoarn.nnd the Jubilae yoars
were oripindlly counted aftor the ontrance into the lend of Censans ZThe natienm
wos first tgdultivete the soil eix yoers and rest it the soventho then after b
peven sabbatical years the Fiftieth yoar wea obser?;d a8 tho Jubiled.
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Thet this sories of ssbbatical years was, not resenod from orsaticn is proved
by this fects Creaticn took place in ¢008 be. %.--but lsrael ontered the land in
1454 B.C. HNotice, howsver, that tho sabbatical ysars wore counted from the time
that thoy bepgan to cultivate tho coil. This did not bogin immedistely upon entrans
into tho lend of Canasn. '

Notioo when Israel received the inheritance-etypified by Calab's posscssion,
Calad wes 40 years old in 1403-ethe year when Isresel sesrohed the lond. Caleb was
85 years cld whon the inheritsnoco was ellotteds (Josh. 14:60615). forty-tivo yoars
nust heve pasced sinoce the yoar the land was soerched for ¢0 deyee it ic now the
soventh year in Ceanean~-1448 B.C. This is the year the inheritence wss obtainedde
the year the land began to bo cultivated by lsrecleethe first yesr from which the
sabbatical and Jubileo yecars wore counted. As 1448 B.C. was the firet year, 1442 B
wae the seventh or sabdbatical year. Therefore, in evory century the sadbheth ycar
beoeme ‘42, '35, '26, ‘31, '14, '07, end '00. Also, {og, ‘88, '78, '71, ‘es, '57,
'sd “"Rhe yoars are counted from the day of Atoonoment to the dey of atonement
(Lov. 2519). The Jubilee yesrs were '¢9 end 'éf. .

The following chart lists the sabdatical and Judilds years-«The Jubdilees are
undorlined. (Rerember thet the aotual sabbatical years ocmmence the provious autum
on the day of Atonement.)
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This ends the captivity of Judah. Notice Jeromiah 34:l, 8-16. The year 808,
beginning in Ootober,and extending to Potober of 58& was a Sabbeticel yeers

After tho return from captivity, the Jews were not obodient to the lews of ﬁod
and did not reccive His dlessings until the reprimand of Haggai 2:11«20. 7Zhis
'nohend yoar of Darius, mentionsd by Baggei, 18 reckoned from spring to spring
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acoording to the Persien modo of rockening kingly rules. Thus 521=520 {from April
to April, approximately) was the firet yoar of Derius. And 620510 was the second
year. The tims for the ocommongement of Judeh®s obsdionce to the law bggan with the
Autumn of 620 (the esoond yesr) and eontinuod to the autumm of 819 B«C. Zho yoar
619 therofore 4o:the first yeer of rockoninr scbdbetical yoers. The seventh your ole
was therefors 613. Tho sabbatiocal years for this periocd were es follows:
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You will notice that the Jubiles ycars werc mot obaorved after the retura from
captivity. The land necded its soventh yoar of reste=but, as there was no divinely
sppointed inheritance there waes no Jubilee. Ths Jows were living on land delonging

to the other tribes of Israel. Ihorefore the Jubileoe oould net be oburvnd as in
Jubilee years the land return to its rool inheritors.

o The two dates underlined in the last group--laa 8.0, m a7 B.O., youemay-poad
" are recorded in history as sabbatical ycers. Regerding 163 B.C., you may roed of this
date in the War of the Jews, by Josephus, Book I, Chapter ii, Seotion 4; Antiquities
of the Jews, by Josephus, Book XIII. Chepter VIII, 8ection l; end ia I Maaocabua 63
W S

& Rogurding 37 B.Cs, you may read ‘of it in Anthuitioa of the Jm. Book IV,
Chapter XV, Seotion 14,and Chnpcor xvi, 800%1 -'5

If the Jubiloe cyocle wore mtinuod from tho cutrence into Cansan, 16¢ B.0. and

35 B.C. would have been sabbatical ycars. Aloo 30 A.D., the third year in the minictery
of Christ would have besn. But history discproves these suppositions.

Some heve misunderstood Luke 4130, Josus meant that He would prooleim the
Jubiles in the future--when He would reators tho inheritanco! %the Jows admit that

the Jubilee was not kept after ths eaptivity. Comsulg the Bmyolapndu Bibuea.
artiole 'Jubilu.

3 Today we cannot keep the Judbilee e8 we have no daﬂaoly tpp@inm fnheritanse.

t But farmers can keop ssbbatiocal %:au. depsnding on” the time weccmo t0 posscsc land

end understand the lew of God, ere 0an be mo oyole for the whole church today,
however, beceuso ws individually coms to0 know the truth end commence tilling the land
in different years. The cabbath reot of the lend's is msasured from tho times one
purchasos land to oultivate it. Unlike lsrael of old whon all received the inheritance

efter 6 hears of wer, we cometo own lend individually.’ Tho oyele of Judiles yoars
will bagin snew when Josus restores larsel®s inheritanvss.
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