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WOMAXN'S RESPONSIBILITY TO GOD

God created man to develop and take care of the
earth and its creatures. Gen. 1l:26 Gen. 2:5

God created woman to help him. Gen. 2:18
God created marriage because:

a. male & female are not complete without
each other. Gen. 2:18; I Cor 11:11

b. man needs to learn to love as God loves.
Gen. 2:23-24; Eph. 5:28-31

c. woman needs to learn to help as God helps.
Gen. 2:18

Some conditions for marriage are:

a. leave their family and being a new household.
Gen. 2:24

b. the wife takes her husband's family name.
Gen. 5:2

God's commision to m/f:

be productive

have a family

replenish the earth

use the earth's resources for our benefit
use the living creatures for our benefit

(LI O TR0 B o i 0}

Fulfilling this commission fills our basic human
needs and drives.

The commission illustrates God's basic life
philosophy: give first--then receive.

The first sin of mankind illustrates:

é. Satan's nature
(1) the Deceiver Gen. 3:l Rev. 12:9
(2) a lion I Pet., 5:8

b. female weaknesses

(1) easily taken in by clever reasoning
IT Cor. 11:3
(2) makes decision on impulse and

according to feelings Gen. 3:6

c. male weaknesses
(1) susceptible to wife's influence
(2) will follow the line of least resistance
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The results of the first sin were:

a. the Serpent

(1) physical appearance changed Gen. 3:14
(2) hatred and hostility for woman  Gen. 3:15

b. the Woman Gen. 23:16
(1) more cause for worry
(2) 1increased fertility
(3) painful, laborious childbirth
(4) strong desire for a husband
(5) submit to husband's rule

c. the Man Gen. 3:17
‘' (1) proliferation of weeds

(2) making a living will be hard work
(3) physical death & return to dust

Three reasons why women are to submit to their
husband's authority:

a. the man was created first I Tim. 2:12-14
I Cor. 11:8-8
b. the woman was created for the man. She is from
him; she is his glory. I Cor. 11:8-8

c. Eve was deceived I Tim. 2:12-14

Man's greatest interest, challenge and satisfaction
lie in providing a living for himself and his family.

This is to be balanced by his love and concern for
his wife. Gen. 3:17

The woman's area of greatest interest; challenge and
satisfaction is to nurture and create strong
relationships within the family. This is to be
balanced by her concern for her husband's job.

0ld Testament Society,

like most ancient societies,
was Patriarchal.

A Patriarchal society can be identified by:

a. supremacy of the father
b. legal dependence of wives and children

c. descent and inheritance reckoned through
the male line

Patriarchy is intended for woman's protection and
benefit. However, due to Satan's influence and

human selfishness, Patriarchy results in the subju-
gation of women.
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God is not the Author of the Double Standard:
(a) He did not intend polygamy (Gen. 1:28).
(b) Adultery brought death for both man & woman
(Deut. 227227,
(c) Women have the same potential and responsibilities

as men (Gal. 3:28-29).

Widows, being vulnerable, are to be protected by
society. God is their Ultimate Protector. (Ex. 22:22-23),

The Levirate was one way of preserving the family line
and inheritance (Deut. 25). The woman had a choice,
within the family (Ruth 3:10).

Christian Interrelationships:

a. Love God: Know Him (Bible Study, Prayer, Fasting).
Copy Him--ask God for desire & power.

b. Love Neighbor: Love as God loves me.
Treat as I want to be treated.

(Matt. 22:36-40)

c. Focus of actions: Promote peace. Build others up.
(Rom. 14:19)

d. Have empathy--especially for alone & lonely.
(Rom. 12:15; James 1:27)

e. Focus on others' good points (Phil. 4:8), not
their problems and faults (Matt. 7:3-9).

f. Offenses: confess, ask forgiveness (Mat. 5:23-259).

tell him his (Mat. 18:159).
resolve anger before sunset (Eph. 4:26).

g. Forgive: +to be forgiven (Matt. 6:14).
‘ as Christ forgives (Col. 3:12-13).
pray for offender (Matt. 5:44).
no revenge (Rom. 12:17).
h. Copy good examples (Heb. 13:7).

i. Tell brother his sin (Pro. 24:24-25; Lev. 19:17;
James 5:19-20) .

j+ Avoid wrong appearances (I Thess. 5:22).

A woman's submission to her husbhand:

a., reflects her willingness to obey God's Government (I Cor.

b. 1is a responsibility to God first (Col. 3:18).
c. 1s reflected in her hairstyle (I Cor. 11) and in her
public conduct (I Cor. 14:34-39).

13
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Submission means:

(a)
(b)

voluntarily place self under another's authority.

Rom. 13:1
voluntarily put someone else's needs, concerns and
desires before your own. I Pet. 5:5

Specific responsibilities of women:

Personal development

(a)

(b)
(c)

(d)

Respect your feminine strengths and God-given
talents. Mt. 22:39-40 Develop them. Pro. 31

Be teachers of good things when older. Titus 2

Have women friends. Be a friend, across the
generations. Titus 2

Learn to think rationally, control emotions. Tit. 2

t

Appearance and Demeanor

(a)

(b)

(c)

Home

Hair. Haircare is a priority for women.
Long enough to "hang down'" and to "cover!
all parts of head.
Asset to self.
Makes you a glory to husband.
Assures protection. I Cor. 11

Dress. A priority for women.
Becoming, well planned, appropriate to the
occasion. I Tim. 2
knhancing your figure. Deut. 22:5

Not drawing attention to sexuality (in public)
I Tim. 2; Titus 2

Public verbal exchange with men. Use caution--
allow men to lead the discussion. No discussion by
women in Church. I Cor. 14

Management

(a)
(b)

Rule your household. I Tim. 5:14
Skill in managing budget, personnel, resources,
and time. Pro. 31

Marriage

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Support, have active concern for, husband's work,
plans and dreams. Gen. 2

Place self under husband's authority in everything.

e
Fear to disrespect his office. Eph. 124, 33.

Be affectionate toward husband (even when you don't
feel like 1it) Titus 2

Be a supportive, wise counsellor. Pro. 31. Pro. 1



(e) When husband disobeys: example is critical. Please

him in every way possible. Be loyal. Trust God

for solutions. I Pet. 3

Children

(a) Teach children: Obedience, character, habits,

consideration, gratitude. Pro.

Pro. 1
(b) Be a positive role model of wife, mother, godly
womanhood to your children and others.

Community

(a) Personally help the needy. Pro. 31

31,



PREFACE

This material is not vet complete.

This is a first attempt to get down in writing the
lecture notes used during eight years of teaching and
there were times when subjects or ramifications had to
be eliminated to meet a deadline.

Units II, III and IV contain some sketchy outlines
and "borrowed" material from other authors which must be
altered and/or fleshed out.

Bastin L L et o g

EDL§ materlal is_not intended to be all- 1nclu51ve L
It is written: : e
(L) to women from a feminine perspective.

(2) to answer the questions women have in fulfilling
our role in life, marriage and motherhood.

(3), to address the question, "What does God expect of
me?"

(4) “to clarify our husband's role only as it relates
to the wife's.

It is written in the spirit of Titus 2:4-5 where older

women are instructed to be "teachers of useful information."

Paul felt vounger women could profit from the elders'
experience in learning common sense, how to be affectionate
to their husbands, to be maternal, to be self-controlled,
loyal to their husbands, domestically inclined, good (in
the broadest sense of the term) and to follow their
husband's leadership.

This matgrial s pot origipal.

Vlrtuallv Sl ITHLQQLM.%%PQ&@QQ bl o) ‘ comes
dnra m& T*“QBLm@ua&ﬂa&t$* Bl Lrae Ve SELETIOES cAagggp
“QthgaLLuxh Unlts II through VI are an application
of Unit I material to more specific situations and in

them I drew on the expertise of other authors.
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INTRODUCTION

Over half the people on earth are female--the
other portion being male--and the very existence of the
human race depends on interaction between male and
female. Thus the activities and ultimate fate of
both men and women are inextricably bound up with
each other.

For centuries, however, there has been a
rather lopsided power struggle between men and women,
and while the fair sex has an arsenal of effective
"weapons," with ways and means of getting what she
wants, the superior strength and independence of man
has given him the edge.

women are largely invisible in man's history
(which is mainly a chronicle of warfare where women
play little part) and have been victims of a plot
to destroy them and their potential.

A plot by whom?

D T~ T

ipwritingd and rhetoric point the finger
of guilt at Bible stories and instructions which
form the basis for Western Civilization and which
are supposedly believed and practiced by traditional
Christianity. They also accuse men of enslaving

and using women for their own purposes, while
devaluing them as human beings and relegating them
to second-class citizenship, chattel, or worse. As
evidence they have publicized historical and social
documents showing that women have been victimized
over the span of the last 6000 years by thoughtless,
irresponsible, selfish, deceived and sometimes cruel
men within all levels of society.

But the Feminists are wrong. They, too, have
been deceived and are pointing their collective
finger in the wrong direction. 1In the first place,
traditional Christianity has historically taught
the exact opposite of what the Bible says about
women's rights, role and responsibilities. Further-
more, tHeé{ Riblesdoesinat teach nor support: the
denegration of: the" female’ sey.

v, =S

Since the appearance of mankind on earth, the
great Decelver has waged a relentless and effective
campaign to shackle humanity with false ideas and
practices which cripple male and female relations
and, if unchecked, are destined to destroy the human
race.

-3y His .attack on women was first to define their
role in npegatives, to parrow their horizons and to
limit. their visian. Once that was accomplished, he

X



set about to "free" women. from that prison by convincing
them that men--in the name of a male god--imposed

on women fabricated weaknesses and a feminine role
invented for men's benefit only. In so doing the_stage
bas.been set-.for—-a.complete breakdown _of. sex.xoles,
total ignorance and misunderstanding of sex differences,
and disintegration..cf..any meaningful relationships
between. men and.women.

In this book we will take a fresh look at the
Bible story of the creation, potential and destiny
of women. It is entitled "The Role of Women in
Society" because women, like men, have a responsi-
bility to their Creator. Their role has been pre-

.7ordained by God and obedience to His Way will

result in women filling a vital and satisfying
function in society. It will ensure not only their

= own happiness and fulfillment, but that of their

. loved ones. And, most importantly, it will prepare
women for their ulfimate destinv--to be.memiers. of
.the very Family Qf God!

God's Plan and Purpose for women is positive,
and will develop a woman's full potential in every
aspect of her being. It promotes cooperation
between the sexes--different though they be--and
provides for the betterment of all humanity.

To unveil that positive and vital role is the
purpose of this book.



IN THE BEGINNING

The Creation Story of Genesis tells how every-
thing on this earth was brought into being by God
and made to work the way it does. It describes the
order in which He set aright the various systems
which affect us and which we call "Nature"--night
arnid day, earth and sky, dry land and water, the
stars and planets and all the various living plants
and animals.

This part of the story, which describes the
first five creation days, is notably brief--condensed
into just 25 verses. Beginning with the events of
the sixth creation day, the account abruptly
becomes more detailed, and in another 25 verses
describes the formation of man and woman, the
special environment prepared for them and the
specific instructions God gave as to male and female
roles and responsibilities on earth.

Chanter three recards +the invasion of the
Receiver and of man's decision to wilfully depart
from the Creator's Way of Life. It also tells
the immediate and longrange consequences of that
decision.

While the account is sketchy, it contains
essential information which is easily overlooked--
information which we need to understand about the
pature aof male and._female, including ouféGod -given
Strepgths.and.weakogsses, as well as thea2 i eeds
and dxixes.af.all human,bpjnns It gives us thddkey
to understanglng woman's lnferlor status throughout
history an 4exposes the tactics of our Adversary, the
wily serpent, as he began to undermine and destroy
male and female roles, marriage, famlly and ultimately
the human race.

WHY ARE WE HERE?

This chapter will focus on the creation of
woman--why the female sex was invented and how it
was done--in short, where we women fit into the
scheme of things. ©Naturally, we can't leave out
man's creation and role, because the story would
be only half complete.

The first reference to woman is made in
Bededisirx27=31 where it is simply stated,

oo mWLgmand_ﬁPmale,croate,He them. And

God blessed them," and gave them dominion over
all the created world. At the end of this sixth
day, God evaluated His handiwork and pronounced

it "yexy.goaod."

(@8]



Chapter 2 continues chronologically with Ged's
Sabbath Day activities and then reiterates in much
greater detail the events and circumstances
surrounding the creation of Adam and Eve.

ALCNE AND LONELY

Adam was formed first (vs. 7) and God instructed
him--~before Eve arrived on the scene--to dress and
keep the garden. He also told Adam what to eat and
warned him ¢f the two trees which were off-limits.
Afterward, God said,

"It is not good that the man should be
alone. . ." :

And then--as if to emphasize the point to him--
God showed Adam all the animals and birds. In the
process of giving them names, Adam must have noticed
that he was the only creature having not partner,
counterpart or companion. Maybe he reflected on
how nice it might have been had he had someone to
help name the animals~~someone with whom to share
the experience. Watching the antics of the monkeys,
marvelling at the colors of the peacock, standing
in awe of the elephant--it must have been a bit flat
and joyless when experienced all alone.

—“perhaps God did things in this order to make the
point to Adam that it reallyiwasginotiqoodi-for:hih
%o peralonel Some men like to believe they're
strong and independent--that they don't need anyone
or anything. God here proved otherwise. He had
already promised Adam a "help meet" (Gen. 2:18) and
by the end of that long, exhausting day, Adam must
have felt very empty, realizing he was the only
being on earth who had to go to bed alone that night.

Naming the animals accomplished something else
as well: Adam knew when it was all over that he
was utterly unique of all the creatures. There was
no one who could speak his language, or even under-
stand what he said. There was no other living
being that could fulfill God's promise of a help
meet (vs. 20). Adam knew without a doubt that he
needed a partner like himself--~with a human mind.
He craved the mental, physical, emotional and
spiritual companionship that only another human
being could provide,

OF HIS KIND

Then God put Adam into a deep sleep and created
the perfect companion for him, from a part of his own

body. When Adam woke up, he became the only man
in all of history to experience what every woman does
when she gives birth to a new baby. After God

4



explained to Adam where his partner had come from,

he exclaimed,

"This is now bone of my bones and flesh of

my flesh."”

He had no doubt that

this beautiful female

creature was part of him, came from him, and was of

his kind.

“THE" NEXT STEP

The expected result of a close male/female
relationship, as God planned it, is marriaget

"Therefore shall a.man.leave .bis father and
Bis_mother and.shall cleave unta.his wife:
and_they shall be ane flesh!l (Gen:2:24&),

God told Adam from the beginning that it was
not good for him to be alone (see the box, Genesis

2:18).

Genesis 2:18

And the LORD God said, It is not
good that man should be ZIcnd;

I will make an help meet for him.

alone: bad (4#905); separaticd; by
implication a ‘parti of the body,

‘Branéh of a2 tree, bar for carrying.

(Strong's Concordance, Hebrew and
Chaldee Dictionary).* :

help meet: 'Gzer (#5828) aid.
From ‘'azar ($5826): ¢to surrcund,

protect, or aid.

THe Hebrew word for "alone™ implies an _
separation from” the whole." -God orginally conceived
‘human-ness. ‘'in two parts--male and female--edch:

'part Thicomplete without the other.

So of course,

it was not good for Adam to be separated from the

other part which would make him whole.

*p1] references to original Hebrew and Greek EB this book
are taken from Strong's Exhaustive Concordance.




ONE REASON FOR MARRIAGE

Thus, woman was created to complete man, to
make it possible for him to be "all there." She
was not complete without Adam either, as illustrated
by another New Testament elabcration on this
subject in I Corinthians 11 (see the box, I Corin-
thians 11:8, 9, 11, 12).

I Corinthians 11:8, 9, 11, 12

was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man .
Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman

For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man. Neither

without the man, in the Lord. For as the woman 1is of the man,

So 1s the man also by the woman; but all things of God.

even

Male and female are indeed two parts of a whole,
neither superior to the other, each lacking something
vital without the other, and each mutually dependent
on and needing the other for wholeness.

] So" in. Genesls 7 we see one of the reasons: God
‘invented marriage--that the man and womarn should

tomplete and complement each other, make each other
whole. '

A SECOND REASON FOR MARRIAGE

Paul, the Apostle, fills in details to the
story in his letter to the Ephesians, putting the
act of marriage (cleaving to one's wife) into the.
context of love. Verses 25-28 of Ephesians 5
instruct husbands, as God had Adam, to love their
wives as Christ loves the Church and in the same
way they nourish, cherish and love their own bodies

(see the box, For This Cause).




love vaouk.wives, even
as Christ also loved the Church,

and gave Himself for it... So ought
men to love their wives as their own
bodies. He that loveth his wife .
loveth himself. For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord
the Church:!}For we are members of
His body, of His flesh and of His
bones. For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall
be joined unto his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh.

(Ephiésians; 5£25+3D)

For This Cause’

. [}

And Adam said, 'This is now bone
of my bones, and flesh of my flesh:
she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.

Therefore shall a man leave his

father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.

(Genesis 2:23-24)

Paul says, "For this cause (i.e. that a husband
love his wife in the game way he loves his own body,
and in the same way Christ loves the Church) shall
a man leave his father and mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one
flesh." '

So Ephesians 5 and Genesis 2 together demonstrate
another of the purposes God had in mind for the union
of male and female--that the man should learn the
ultimate expression of love; he must learn to love
as God loves.

AND A THIRD

After God told Adam he was incomplete, He_ o
promised him a help meet. The*Hgbrewﬁwo:diused:beré
vTSﬁderived:from;the_primarytrootuwcgaiusg&,(along
with its related form, $5833) ‘in'most’ofithé
’instantegfin,the'Old”Testament;that;desc:;be.God'é
‘help 1 (gee~the~box, God's Help.vss. Man's help).
Notice the contrast betweenﬂgggmg}pd of help man
givesszwhich_ amQunts-.ta.2 Lemporary Lesthey limit e§
to certain circumstances, gg;ﬁgﬂmkn.scnggr—apd God's
help: He surrounds us with protection and gld;

He is always there, continually concerned with our
welfare, and ready to aid us when we ask.




God's Help vs. Man's Help

Give us helgl from trouble: for
vain is the help? of man. -

helpl: ‘'ezrith (45833); aid. The
primary root of this word is 'dzar

v (#5826): to surround, protect or
(Ps. 108:12 & 60:11) aid.
a“r{r";"v h l 2. hﬁ 'Ah .
s elp3: teshuw'ah (#8668); .rescue,.
B!

So here we see yet a third reason for marriage:

that the wife learn to be a consummatre helper of her
husband--ready and willing to help, always involved

with his concerns.

The Genesis account when combined with related
from. the xery
beginning. marxriage.had.a. spiritual.dimension--gagch
partner was.instructed.ta follow God!s.examplé. in

, So Adam and Eve,
whether or not they truly understood it, were ex-
posed to God's Great Plan for human beings--to
strive to be like Him in physical life in order to
eventually become members of His Family and have

New Testament material shows that,

their particular respaonsibilities.

spiritual, eternal life.

A NEW UNIT

Genesis 2:24 tells us something else:

the man

is to leave his father and wother and set up a new

household in a different location.

is also true for the woman (‘see Psalm 45:10).

This,

of course,
In fact,

she leaves her family not only physically but also in
name, since she takes her husband's name at marriage.
Notice Genesis 5:2, God Mcalle& EHeir hsre~Addm, in

the day when they were created."

Thus, when a couple marries, they physically
leave their respective families and set up a different

household under the husband's name.
& -




SUMMARY

The Genesis story tells us in very brief form
the reagons for the creation of man and woman, of
their need for each other and of the institution of
marriage. Below are stated the main points to be
learned thus far:

1. Humanibeings were' createdi toFavesdomintar.aver
therearth and: its.creatures. .. 1 2¢-

2. Woman was created to help man., &h.2.1%8

3. Marriage was. created’ by .Godi'asithexidéal
gituation: for. a.man. and-womanstosWark rogether
toward. a-commonw.Iife goal., <.~ 2z 24

4. Three reasons for marriage revealed here are:

Cronr 1V E
* Man and woman complere each other. © ‘
* Man needs tu learn to love as God loves. cc.n.z 23 24 EonS.23
* Woman needs to learn to help as God bhelps.... . &

5. Someiconditiansiforsmarciagecare :
* They were to leave their family and
begin _a new hangehald., .. .. - 45O

* 1 he..u;...‘ F.e..i.s—-.t.ﬂ_: agg tlgu;mbm__ﬁ_‘ Lml_’ Y &enS 2
“amg,. .

This does not tell us all we need to know
about man and woman or about marriage. It does not
answer such questions as "Is a woman suppoused to love
her husband?" or "Fow do man and woman complete each
other?" or "Does a man need tvo h?}p his wife?"

The Bible gives us information "here a little
and there a little" (Isa. 28:13) and a story must be
told one part at a time.

Let's go on with the account as revealed in
Genesis. :



THE FIVE-PART COMMISSICN

God's intent and purpose in reshaping and
beautifying ~he earth's surface was that human beings
should work it and further develop ir (see Gen. 2:5
and 2:15), They were to have dominion over the whole
earth, including ics creatures.

In Genesis 1:2B8 is recorded God's instruction
to Adam and Eve regarding their life's work and
activities. This instruction can be divided into
5 parts or directives:

Subdue the earth o
Have  dominion over every” Living: thingi.

(1) Be fruitfuB., .- - -«
(2) Mulriply. - et ¢
E 3 g Repl euim-x:n&emch.

4
(5)

YBEFRULIFUL"

There are several ways in which human beings
can be fruitful.

In the New Testament, Chrisc defines "fruit" as

good works (John 15:8 and Matt. 5:16). Paul

encouraged the Church members in Philippil to be
filled wirh rhe fruirs of righreocusness (Phil. 1:11)
and to the Galatians he described the "fruit of rthe
Splrit" as it contrasts wirh the works of the flesh
(Gal. ' 5:19-23]. . W

In Proverbs 31:16 the Virtuous "“oman takes v = ¢ @ e+
money which she has earned from her home textile /i = morm o

nIne Ty

—_.— SR e T

it in a vineyard for rhe famlly

So fruit is the result of work. It is gome-
thing done or pruouduced by a person.

oLt e s e prasaR

God instructed Adam and Eve to be productive in
their lifetime--to be achievnmenr-orlented, to make
a worthwhile contribution.

This is a principle which has histourically been
overlovked vor ignored in regard to women. God here
gommands women, as well as men, to be producrive, ro
develop thelr .8bilities _and capacities, ro make sure .- ..
their 1ife {s worthwhlle, o make & contriburion ro ‘
humanity.

> 7

Cne should choose 1ife activiries, ircluding
career and job choices, baged on what he can give and
contribute~-on filling a need--not just wharhar ir
is "gelf-fulfilling" and/or brings in a lot of monevy.

10



"MULTIPLY"

The only way the earth could be populated was
for parents to multiply--i.e. have more than ftwo
children (the Febrew is rabah: to increase,#7235

in Strong's Concordance).

God here instructed the first couple to have

the way humans do.

a family. Family life is unique to the human race.
No animal species develops the network of family in

People need the counnection of both the immediate

and extended family.

‘BREPCENISH . . . SUBDUE . . . 'BAVECDOMINION'

—4§God designed the earth and all living creatures

for man's benefit and use.

He gave all mankind the

right to change the surface of the earth, to use its
resources and to bring animals into his service
(see the box, Man'se Connection With Crea+ion).

Man's Connection With Creatrion

And the LORD God took the man,
and put him into the garden of
Eden to fdréssjit

and to keep 1it.
(Genesis 2:15)

o o . ¥eéplentSH the earth, and

subdue 1it:

and havérdomtniop . . . over
every living thing . .

dress; "abad (#5647) a prim.
root; tofworR (in any sense);

by iml. to serye, till (caus.),
enslave, etc.

keep: shamar (#8104) a prim. root;
to hedge about, guard, protect,’
attend to, etc.

tEeplentaht S-male;i:(#éwo) to fill or
be full of, lit. or fig.

subdue: kabash (#3533) to tread
down, conquer, subjugate, violate.

have.dominion: radan (#7287) to
tread_down, Jd.8..Subiugate,..crumhle

off.

But before taking from the earth, God's

instructions were that human beings should give fo
the earth--to improve it, make it better, make
provision to replenish renewable resources. Had
rankind followed hisg Creator's commission, we would
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not now be facing the deplorable pollution problems
with the attendant changes in weather patterns

which portend disaster for the earth and irs

inhabitants,

This relationship of give and take with the
earth and irs creatures is not only necessary for

our survival, bur fills basic buman neerls,

God

intended us to have a close connection with Creation.

SUMMARY

[he following cunclusions can be drawn from

' Gidts Five-Part Commission to mankind;:

2ien s 1) Raednane Y o uaue ) :—:\.r;")
7 deinen 5~

(1) God designs everything for cur benefir.
[his commission, or life agsignment,
speaks to rthe basic needs and drives of

human beings. When chovsing our life

work and activitries, we can rest assured
that "self-fulfillment”" will take care
of itself if we apply these principles.

(2) TrreTfirstrthrée. parte¥¥afi the-.Commission

are diregt instructionsta give==tol

. #oclety{“'ro one's immediate family and ,

Ctorthewearttyl The next rwo parts give (
man permission to use, reshape and rule

over the earth and its crearures.

God's Way is to give first, then confrol.

(3) The lagt three par+ts of the Commission
instruct man ro interacr wi-h the physical
=L:1
farther removed we become.from meaningful
relationship with Tature,.rke.less saris-

earth and the living things on it.

faction we feal.

(4) This Commission was given to both rhe

man and woman. Trey are partners in life,
and each one can apply thege principles

in bias/her individual sphere.

12



THE FIRST SIN

Genesis 3:1-6 records the events leading up
to the first sin committed by human beings. Adan
and Eve disabeyed_their. Creator and parent by
sating.fruit.fram. the.farhiddeqn tree, ‘fgnoring His
warning.that death would be the result. The subtle
Serpent boldly t61d Eve that God had lied to her.
Apparently impressed and reassured by his appearance
and manner, she was completely taken in. She ate
some of the fruit, later giving Adam some.

The Serpent, identified in ‘Reveldtiomr®2:3 as
the Devil, began here his campaign to dgggive the
eptire.world. He is described in I Peter 5:8 as
a roaring lion, walking about, "seeking whom he
may devour.” He is our Adversary, and we're warned
to be watchful, vigilant and aware of his tactics.

. . . 5
fol i a2 o ek By e oot
by watching until one animal gets '‘meparatedy from

the rest (a baby, or injured, or old) either:fram
beingdweaki or.fareiessy Then the lion closes in.

Satan observes our weaknesses and uses them
against us. He also watches for ideal circumstances
and tempts us when we are most vulnerable. He uses
our own nature to destroy us. .

This account in G i some of the
basic. weaknesses of men and women and how the Serpent
used those weaknesses to induce Adam and Eve to
disobey God's specific instructions and
in the process turn from God's Way of Life.

EVE LED THE WAY

We could ask some gquestions about the story:
How did Eve happen to be by herself long enough for
this fairly lengthy conversation to take place? Was
she already at the site of the forbidden tree,
perhaps admiring its fruit? Where was Adam? And
why did the Serpent approach Eve first?

Since we know Satan takes advantage of our
weak points, we can identify some of those weaknesses
from the information given in the brief Bible account.

13



First of all, since the Serpent approach Eve
first, we can safely assume he knew she would be the

most easily convinced.

Paul mentions the incident in

ITI Corinthians 11:3 (see the box, Eve Was Deceivable).

Eve 'Yug Deceivable

+ + . as the Serpent beguiled

Eve through his/Subtiity . .
(I1 Cor.. iT73) =

And when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food,
and that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree to be
desired to make one wise, she
took of the fruit thereof,
and did eat.

(Gen., 3:6)

beguiled: éxapatac (#1818) to
seduce wholly.

"subtilty: pancurgia (#3834)

adroitness, (i.,e. in a bad
sense):trickegﬁ or
gophistry i.e. unsound
or misleading but clever,
plausible and subtle argu-
ment or reasoning. .

pleasant: ta'avah (#8378) a
longing; by implicationm,

a delight (subj. satisfactionm,
obj. a charm). from 'avah,

a prim. root meaning to wish for.

As the Greek words indicate, Eve was totally
taken in by the Serpent's clever reasoning. And she
impulsively ate a piece of the fruit, enchanted by the
fruit's attractive appearance and thoroughly convinced
by the Serpent's reasoning.

AND ADAM FOLLOWED

When Adam came back from wherever he had been,
Eve offered him some of the fruit--probably after
filling him in on the Serpent's visit.

—'e Why didn't Eve talk to Adam before she made the
decision to disobey God? '

Because she was absolutely convinced, by the
Serpent's arqument. She did not stop to think or
analyze the contradiction between God's instruction
and the Serpent's argument. She didn't ask any
questions like "How do you know . . .2?" She just
swallowed the Serpent's "inside scoop" and since she

14
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was already ganwinced.that_it.looked.geed enough to
eat, she acted on her feelings.

What about Adam? Was he convinced by the
Serpent's story? Did he act on impulse, too?

In I Timorthy 2:14, Paul states dogmatically
that Eve was deceived (the Greek word means deluded),
but Adam was not deceived. He knew better. He ate
the fruit knowing Eve had done wrong and that he was
doing wrong.

Why didn't Adam confront Eve? He could have
refused to eat the fruit at that point. Why did he
just go along?

MALE/FEMALE WEAKNESSES

Adam and Eve here displayed basic weaknesses
which are shared by all their descendants. God
intended men and weomen to work together, sharing.their

and shorin cach other! S.
- Satan caught Eve alone and used her and Adam's
weaknesses to each other's detriment.

Eve forgot she was not complete without her
husband and made a decision affecting both of them
without his knowledge or consent. She was so
dazzled by the Serpent's approach that she lost
sight of the real issues at stake.

Paul makes it clear she did not deliberately
or with any forethought do wrong. sbg_;mnuls;xgly
acted.gn.whak _seemad.right.tao-bher at _ihe moment

Y

WCneir arepmore-e mmﬁﬁﬁmeﬁaﬁhamémzrﬁ
by plausible-sounding arguments and reasoning. Yomep

ﬁ.}.ﬁo tend taoaci.an 1mnnLq§-_ and ace cording to. the way

they. feal.

Men, on the other hand, are not as easily
deceived, but they are very susceptible to a woman's
influence. A man wants to please his wife and make
her happy.

Unfortinataely. this HXQLMHJQWJVE her
what .she wants even.though.he knows. it.s.not best.
It also means he.may:. be'silentdier. gnaalongAWLthuhdr
'rather 'than risk a. confrontatiom. And {9 avoid.her
d;spleasulﬁu.QQ«LlﬁiglleMh&L-Lﬁﬁd—E@&hﬁI than.say,
"Wait a minute. In other words, QgL;L;LgH*Qg L.take

the.lgad . if.she.wants.ty, because it's the line of
leasp resistance. .

15



THE CONSEQUENCES

When God confronted Adam and Eve with their
disobedience, they both displayed a weakness common
to men and women. Each denied responsibility for
their actions and instead blamed someone else. Adam
blamed God and Eve ("the woman you gave me, she gave
me the fruit") and Eve claimed it was the Serpent's
fault.

God said to them all, "BECAUSE YOU HAVE DONE
THIS" certain changes would be made. We will mention
here only those things which are germaine to male/female
roles and interrelationships.

While the Genesis account gives no indication of
Eve's reaction to the Serpent's appearance, it must
not have been frightening or repulsive to her. Here
God changed the Serpent's appearance so that since
that time women have had a revulsion and fear of
snakes.

He also caused a deep antagonism between Satan
and women (see the box, To the Serpent).

To the Serpent

And the LORD God said unto the enmity: 'eybah (#342) hostilicty
Serpent, Because thou hast done =  from 'ayab (#340) to hate, be
this. . . I will put enmity hostile,

between thee and the woman . . .

(Gen. 3:15)

~# This hatred and hostility has been evident in

the way women have. been.mistreated.apd.mishsad-torpugh-

u:wh;stoxy-1ggg$ly AS.a - resulicofefialse.religinug;
;ﬁgch;‘g, artly fromaggggl_ggggg;u;ggﬁand partly

from the 'se flshness_cﬁvthelx,husbands sataff hasg
‘used.soc1ety and. male/female- dlfferences to cripolef
women so.they have not developed and. ‘contributed to
‘society in the way they could havei

Satan hates women because they can bear
children--and he can't.

Turning His comments to Eve, (see the box,
To Eve), God said He would increase her sorrow.
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To Eve

Unto the woman He said, I will
greatly multiply thyY 'sorr TIOoY and(v‘sorrowﬁ itstasabdwn (w6033) WorLi-
Somenesi, i.e. labor.Qr pain.

thy conception; conception: hérayown (#2032) pregnancy.
iﬁ;sorrow thou shalt bring (z'sorrow: 'etseb (#6089) an earthen vessel;

forth children; usually (painful) toil; also a pang (of
body or mind) .

and [hy desireishall he tq.thy “desfre} t®shlwqah ({#8669) ‘stretching

Qusband, iqut-.afters.a. Longing)
and he shall rule over thee. rule: mashal (#4910) to rule.

'1>’ngﬁn_gggd_gg_ﬁgggxumggg and feel responsible

when things go wrong. They will more often than men
ask themselves "What did I do wrong?" when their
marriage isn't working, when a child becomes ill or
gets into trouble.

God also said He would increase woman's
frequency in possible pregnancy. We have no idea how
many times in a year Eve could have become pregnant
before they sinned. Now women owvulate and are fertile
on the average of once a month. In addition, child-
bearing from then on was to be physically painful
hard work.

While the discomfort of childbirth can be
greatly reduced through proper education and prepara-
tion, the expression "going into labor™" in describing
the birth process is very literal!

God..gave women. a. dreaf-desizefonba.maxried,
mduWemmmunQMWh

yndegixahble.canditions..andeill-txeatment_in order to

beldamanciage.tagether.

Lastly God emphasized family government by
telling Eve her husband was to rule over her.
The Hebrew word does not imply harsh rule and does
not give man permission to lord it over his wife.
If this had been God's intent, He would have inspired
the word "radah" which is used in Genesis 1:28 and
Leviticus 25:43 (see the box, Radah).
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Radah
God gsaid unto them . ., . have have dominion: radah (#7287) to
dominion over . . . every living tread down, i.e. subjugate.
(Gen. 1:28) v .
Thou shalt not rYuled qver him L3 e:frédéh, see above.
with rigour. . .
(TewssZPrid)

CONSEQUENCES FOR ADAM

Then to Adam God said, "Because you followed

your wife and disobeyed My specific instructions,

_5gpgng“;;xggg_;;gm“;gg‘aa:;nnuxllaha.muan_ha;da;
(paraphrase of Genesis 3:17). Getting things to
grow, competing with weeds and pests, keeping a
steady food supply--everything having to do with
making a llVlng-—was to become back-breaking,
exhausting work.~»And in the end Qe wonldetikn-back

fnto the dirt from which be_was.taken.

To summarize the intent of the statements to
Adam and Eve, God made life much harder for them
both. The mundane business of keeping fed and
clothed and of cagring for the young was to be more
time-consuming ’7Now that God could see they would
not follow His Way voluntarily, perhaps He was putting
on restraints--cutting into their free time, so to
speak.™fOtherwise the human race would probably have
attained genocidal powers much sooner than we have.

Some questions are inevitable: Were these
consequences truly direct results of their sin? Would
women not be in submission to their husbands if
Eve had not sinned? Would farming be easy work? Did
God actually change something inside women's body to
increase pregnancies and cause childbirth to be
painful?

Other Scriptures do not give any further comment
on most of these issues so we can't really make a
conclusive statement.

On the matter of Family government, we know
even in the God Family, Christ willingly submits to
the Highest Authority of His Father. In any working
relationship there must be someone in charge--someone
with ultimate authority and responsibility. This is
a principle reiterated over and over in Scripture.

18
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The Apostle Paul gives two reasons for thé

submission of women®:

{1) Adam was created first, and

(2)  Eve.was~deceived.apnd Jled .the.human.family
intQusin (I Tim.. 2:12-14).

So it is likely that God intended women to
be under their husband's authority from the beginning.
Perhaps God intended this as emphasis to Eve because
she acted on her own without consulting with Adam.

SOME CONCLUSIONS

We learned from Genesis 2 that:

(1) Marand. womamn were .td ‘rileutherearth: and

"Its ‘creaturesd <~ .2c o2
(2) Man and woman need each other to be complete.: ... zc
(3) Within'marriage, man must learrnito’ldus

His wife,<asLGod.Icveé ud.
(4) Within marriage, woman must learn to help

her husband as God helps us...-..» s

Genesis 3 gives us some additional information
concerning male and female roles.. From God's state-
ments concerning the consequences of their disobedience
we can learn of some differences in men's and women's
realm of responsibility. »

The womens_+;ganw;*g;§ate;é.;nihzﬁst shallenge
And.satlsfactdon-ds.relatiqushing--with her hushand -
and.with.hex.childxen. She has a natural drive to
nurture and to create bonds within the family unit.

The man's area of greatest interest, challenge
and satisfaction is in providing a living for himself
and his family. He is in charge and feels responsible
for the survival of the family unit.

This difference in orientation creates serious
problems in many marriages. A Womabh-SRes.lnbo.marriage
Lexpecting. that.the,xrelationship is the most important
aspect, while a man marries with the assumption that
he will put his main energies into earning a living
for his wife and family.

""' CQuples*must"leannmLQﬂalte-mthﬁanaxge*_ gggns
the husbhand. adding.fowthges S ,
consideration, and the mﬁ&snppant%hen h.xls.band‘

warki
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MALE AND FEMALE ARE DIFFERENT!

The Feminist Movement has put considerable effort
into eradicating the idea that men and women are sig-
nificantly different and that they should have different
roles. For some years the media propaganda was that
most -0of the assumed differences between men and women
(boys and girls) are culturally induced.

They also have advocated abolishing traditional
roles because women's work has been historically
devalued in comparison with men's work. They suggest
that women should be allowed to support the family
while men stay home and run the household. They ask,
"Why should women only be thought of as nurturers and
men as breadwinners?"

There is nothing wrong with evaluating human
tradition and changing our way of doing things if that
would be truly beneficial. But God . created.men..and
women tq complement..and, complete each.other. Each
sex. has.its sphere of best.productivity. And there
are specific male and female roles in society and
within the family. :

We must use the Bible as our guide to discover
these roles because it gives us information and TRUTH
which cannot be found elsewhere. However, in an effort
to set aright injustices to women, the Feminists
advocate we abolish the God-revealed basis for happy
relationships between men and women and set up their
own system, which is ultimately destined to undermine
and destroy cooperation and understanding between the
sexes. In fact, they abandon the Bible altogether,

This passage does not tell us everything we
need to know about male/female roles, but it does
at least begin to lay a foundation for more specific
instructions which can be found elsewhere in Scripture.

THE BIBLE STORY

From this point forward, the Bible tells the
story of man's society, now guided and ruled by
Satan, and of a few who attempted within that society
to follow the Creator's Way of Life.

God wants human beings to choose His Way, thus
building strong and righteous character. So He has
not forced mankind to obey Him. He created us as
free moral agents and has allowed us to go our own
way if we choose.
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Since Adam and Eve chose--their own. way—rac;ga;;yﬁw%ww‘wﬁf

the way of Satan-~they rejected the.way.ef..lgive"

which .inspires..cooperatian.and lave..skbstituting. in
ilfs. place~the.way.ocf"gatl. while.followingraidmbdiatl 1g
in.their own.inclipations.and.nature.

When love is absent in a relationship, a power
struggle must take its place. In the power struggle
between men and women, the more powerful men have had
the advantage with resulting harsh consequences for

women.

In the next chapter we will examine Old Testament
soc1ety and answer the gquestion, “RHiIdTGodi:Fntend:Womenid

Tto' Be: Second” Classz'™
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OLD TESTAMENT SOCIETY

Many of us do not know how ©o relate to the women
of the 0ld Testament simply because life as it is
described in the Bible seems so strange. Have you
wondered about some of the differences?

Take the example of Abraham's servant finding a wife
for Isaac (recorded in Genesis 24). He gave Rebecca's
family jewels, gold, silver, clothing and precious things.
Did he actually buy Rebecca? Was there no consideration
of love in the decision? '

Why are women considered unclean a lot of the time -
after intercourse and childbirth and during menstration
(See Leviticus 12 and 15)°?

Why did the Jewish leaders (John 8) bring only the
woman to be executed for adultery? Were men free to be
unfaithful or to have several wives if they chose with
no social or legal repercussions?

It is impossible to examine 0ld Testament customs
without first understanding the organization of ancient
societies, commonly called Patriarchy.

What is Patriarchy? According to Webster, it is a
social organization with three identifying features:
//41) supremacy of the father in the family. .
(2) Us§alkldependande: afinives and chitdded " Ll

\\\(3) reckoning of descent & inheritance through
the male line. N s v w 12e Foiie v aneygs oe men s RS

2) i ne Teace cavrm S3 moe

Not only 0ld Testament society, but most sgpieties
from earliest times to the present have been organized
according to the Ratrxiarchal pattern. The obv1ous reason
for this is that (f.biks fhs.dnidelines God.gave Adam
and.Eve for organization of the family unif.

However, when Adam and Eve chose the Tree of the Know-
ledge of Good and Evil (the way of selfishness and taking),
they also automatically rejected the Tree of Life (the
way of love and giving).

When LOVE 1is absent, a POWER struggle always takes 1its
place.

The Exercise of LOVE results in ccoperation, compromise,
giving. The Exercise of POWER requires control, restric-

tion, coercion.
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* The original intent of Patriarchy was. that..all.memhers
of_ saociety should.be. represented and. protected. In
theory, the father was responsible for the welfare of
his family, and in court decisions or other disputes he
should have been their legal defender and representa-
tive.

Patriarchy also insures  order and organization not
only within the family but throughout society. All types
of records, legal proceedings and financial transactions
could be simplified because there was one official repres-
entative for each family (the father) who was held ultim-
ately responsible for that family.

However, if a father chose not to be a responsible and
sensitive protector, and if the human laws (based on the
Patriarchal principle) were inflexible, women and child-
ren were invisible before the law. If the husband and
father did not represent them, they had no representative.

——fFor example, in Roman times the law entitled "Patria
Postestas" gave a man power of life and death over his
wife and children. He could sell, kill or repudiate any
members of his immediate family at will.]

'In the early years of the U.S., before the justice
system was fully developed, women had no legal right

to money they earned. They were obliged by law to turn
any earnings over to their husbands, and had no legal
recourse if he chose not to support his family.

This was not so in Israel under Moses' administration.
God's. Law. with,.its.precepts; 'statutesgand judgments.,. was
flexible- and protéctedieveryone.’] But after Moses' death,
even Israel adopted customs and legal procedures which
placed women in a helpless and vulnerable position.

This was mainly because Israel insisted on following the
example of the pagan nations around them. The repression
of women has been a result of the ideas instilled by false
religion and philosophy subsequently reflected in govern-
ment.

Since Patriarchy is based on principles which God gave,
it is not Patriarchal organization which is wrong. Rather,
the failure by men all through history to love and protect
their wives has resulted in nearly universal abuse of male
power at the expense of women's rights.

P LI o . et L eyt oLt et freet (FUFECTI dveiyene
~
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WERE WIVES PURCHASED PROPERTY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?

There are numerous Bible references which seem to
indicate men bought their wives in 0ld Testament times
(see Gen. 34:12 & Exo. 22:17). Feminists claim Jewish
men looked down on women, regarded a wife as part of
one's property (purchased from her father) and that men
had the right to repudiate their wives without legal
recourse.

The basis for marriage in the ancient world was totally
different from what it is today. Feminists have used
incomplete and inaccurate information for their conclu-
sions on women's status in ancient times. It is import-
ant to know the truth about the "dowry of virgins" to
understand the philosophy and foundations of marriage as
they understood it.

At the heart af Hebrew socierv.disothe patriarchal family.

Several families constitute a clan, the clans made a

tribe and tribes made nations, as the 0l1d Testament illust-
rates.—hNatlons were merely families grown on to a larger
scale.

eph~afe.marriage. din fbe Qld Testament, was not

that of an independent young man and a young lady seeing
each other across a crowded room and getting together

and getting married. Rather it yag a.deeply.integrated

égmllz ﬁgalg, To quote from David Mace's book, HEBREW

"When the young woman passed from her family
into that of her husband, it is thus two family
spheres meeting. The Israelite wedding ceremon;es
tend toward gradually fusing two circles. And it
was on the basis of this understanding that two
families became fused, two clans or two tribes, two
groups of human beings were made closer together by
the uniting of this young man and this young woman
from the twc different areas."

"The bride's family was giving some of the very
best that they possessed to the groom's family,
namely their flesh and blood. And to put things on
an equal footing, it was demanded of the family
of the bridegroom that something should be glven
to the family of the bride. If they did not give
a jewel.as.xaluable.as.the. daughisr, they must give

something of what belongs to them. They gave this
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bridal sum called the mohar of their property,
not merely as a material compensation, but as a
mental balancingy of what is given by the family
of the bride. For in the eyes of the Israelite,
property is a living thing and is part of his
soul. Thus the family of the bride were not
wholly givers, and that of the bridegroom not
wholly takers, and the bond between two families
is strengthened. The custom of giving a gift or
compensation to the prospective bride's family
was for the purpose of cementing a relationship
between two families. For maxriage,in Israel
was_not . primarily. a.,hnnd..be.tween..,t:wo. yaung.people
but Jbetween. twa,.family groups.

It is not a question of beginning a new family, but
a continuation of one already in existence. 1In order
for a young man to continue the family line he must have
the cooperation and love of a woman from another family,
and that family must be persuaded to give up a daughter.
The mohar (sometimes translated "dowry") was a token of
the man's regard of his wife to be. It was an indica-
tion of the value he placed on her as a companion, and
the mother of his children. Without it the groom would
be the taker and the bride's family the giver, and un-
equal relationship.

THE' MOHAR

The payment of the mohar cemented_the..agreement of
the two families, placing them on an ggual_.foqQting,
and it also established the man's rights over his
prospective bride's gexuality. ‘The betrothal was
off1c1ally made by the payment of the mohar to the
bride's family, and when that happened the man was
considered to have the sexual rights of his bride-to-
be.

To violate a betrothed woman was considered a serious
crime in Israel and when you read the various incidents
of it in the Old Testament, it appears to have the
importance of violating a married woman (Deut. 22:23-
24) .

When the mohar was given o the bride's family, it
was considered that the woman's sexual rights--her
ability to be a sexual partner and to give children--
were then considered to be the right of the man to
whom she was betrothed.
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A gift in contemporary times is something voluntary,
but in this situation in the 0ld Testament of an im-
pending marriage and of the obligations between the
two families it was not voluntary. It was not an ex-
pression of sentiment, but a necessary result of a real
relation between people.

Therefore, the gift was not voluntary, in the sense
that it could be given or not given at discretion. When
the relation requires it, the gift is a duty, and at
the same time it also creates obligations. The mohar
was viewed in this light and thus it established the
prestige of the husband and _his family and gave him
authority over his wife. It made the contract binding
on both parties and created an alliance between the
two families.

S Ol bl Smiatmmabo Al s mahterof marriage by nurc;ha_s,e
S RSEeASdh E N SR i i Lhe

axggm;swiam;L&_:Qnhalﬂnca.autnsns_LEQEQQQQHE.Séés.inét

thewhrddars family was giving to his familv. One
biblical example which illustrates the obllgatlon of both
the mohar and the gift to the bride's family is the case
of Jacob in Genesis 29-31. He worked 14 years in all for
Rachel, which in this case could be considered the mohar,
compensation to Laban for giving up his daughters.

GIFTS TO THE BRIDE

At the same time, the bride's family gave gifts.to
Ehe bride for the estallishmenf of the new household.
Part of the gift that was given by the bride's family
to the bride yag. a.serlalb.Qb.fandmaid. Sarah had
Hagar (Genesis 16). Rebecca had a nurse as well as
other young women (Genesis 24). Leah had Zilpha, and
Rachel had Bilha. And the freedom with which these
wives disposed of their handmaids shows that they had
control over those women that their husbands did not
share (Genesis 16:6).

So this gift that the family of the bride gave to
the bride and to the establishment of the new house-
hold, was considered to be the sole property of the
bride and its whole existence rests upon the presup-

position that a wife could pRQssess property of her own.

In Genesis 31:14-16, Rachel and Leah express their
indignation at their father's failure to give them
all of their expected gift. A slave wife or concubine,
was a purchase and the man paid a price to another
man in order to have this woman for his wife. In this
case the bride's family was probably not anywhere around.
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The reason Rachel and Leah were so indignant was that
Jacob had done his part--he had given Laban 14 years of
his life as the mohar for his two daughters, and when
Laban didn't reciprocate by giving them a certain
portion of his property (which was expected), it made
it appear that they were slave wives. Rachel and Leah
indicated that the gift was theirs by right and that
God had intervened by circumstances in their behalf.

GROOM'S GIFT TO THE BRIDE

Another marriage custom beside the mohar and beside
the gift to the bride's family is not illustrated to
any great extent in the Bible but is a practice in the
Middle East, and you see hints of it in the 0ld Testament.
This is the custom of giving a wedding gift from the
groom to his bride. In Ezekiel 16 it describes the Eternal
as a husband adorning His bride in fine clothing and beau-
tiful jewelry, but this is the only allusion to this
custom.

It is obvious from the biblical account that mar-
riages were not the impersonal arranged type that can
be found in Eastern societies today. Reciprogcal.have
is.described. in.many.passages, and the gong of Solomon
is a love song. Rroverhs 30:19 describes the way of a
man with a maid, implying a tradition of courtship, and
we have at least gne .example recorded.ii.the.Qld.lesk-
ament.where the voung woman's_consent was, asked.bhefore
they.made an _agreemsntozihakb.Qf . Rebecca.

So when you look at the actual practice of marriage
customs in the Middle East and the original concepts
behind those customs, the idea that women were just
purchased and treated as chattel, nothing but property,
1s entirely false, and the Bible does not support it.
It was really a very special type of relationship--a
marriage which drew two families closer together and
which was a solid unit supported by both families.

ISRAELITE MARRIAGE CEREMONY

One interesting subject is that of the actual Israel-
ite marriage ceremony. There is very, very little
information in the 0ld Testament, but it was obviously
an occasion of very great gladness and rejoicing. It
was a time when two families got together and had parties
and games and it was just really an exciting time. There
were special clothes involved, and in the case of at
least Rebecca and Leah there is mention of a veil, but
there seem to be FOUR BASIC_STEPS TQ ' THE MARRIAGHE.
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(1) Wedding procession. The transfer of the bride to
the husband's home. :

] There must have been a procession of some sort and
the bridegroom was attended by a special group of his
- t— friends. At the wedding of Samson they were called
! his companions (Judges 14). Jesus refers to them as
sons of the bridechamber in Matthew 9:15. And they
; probably acted somewhat as does our best man in a
‘ modern ceremony.

, The bride also seems to have had virgin companions as
k you find in Psalm 45:14, which might be equivalent to our
modern bridesmaids.

The bridegroom and his family may have gone to the
bride's home to fetch her and her attendants. Then
the destination of the wedding procession was to go
to the house where the feast was to be held.

10 : Normally the feast would be held

at the brldegroom s home. Although in certain except-

, ional cases, as the wedding of Jacob, it was celebrated

i in the home of the bride. The New Testament refers to

: the marriage feast as a supper, suggesting that it might
have taken place in the evening. And in the case of

j Jacob's wedding the custom was to prolong the feast for
seven days.

]

But we have no particular record of any specific cere-
j mony. Theoalasestbhinc van willo find is the custom of
spnead:ng..a-ska.nr—nr a ﬂLﬁJ—k cleLthebridedndicating
that . i srrthelanthoritys alibebas-
l Bandl.

So we've described LG ShHheRSweeirelS il it AAS LG
' af the hride_tq.the.hushandis.home, which would probably

have some sort of procession and then the feast.

(3) Step three was the consummation of the marriage.
i The story of Jacob's wedding would suggest that this
would have taken place on the first night of the feast
and a special bridechamber was prepared. The consum-
i mation made it official, legal and binding.

(4) whHeTveryrfimal: T thedary ragerwaT -ty

sproving. of 'the- bride's. v1:g1n:i$i From ReUf..eil3-21

‘ 1t would seem this was an important part. It appears
that iL.Was-the dury-aftbhe paxsots.af the. hride to
secure. proaf Qf.-foheln daughtato s wixtue. In certain

s Middle Eastern countries today this is still done.
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To modern sensibilities it sounds terrible, but
the parents,to make sure that there was some evidence
of the bride's virginity,*would hang up the bed sheets
used by the newly-weds as public evidence that she was
a virgin. There could be no question from that point
forward of the bride's virginity.

The Bible does not give us much information, but it
does indicate that there was a great feast and it was
a time of gladness and rejoicing for all the members
of both families.
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THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM'S FAMILY

There are not many examples in the 0ld Testament
which illustrate all the aspects of ancient marriage
customs. We have to look "here a little, and there
a little" for pieces of the puzzle to put together.

The story of Abraham's concern with the marriage
of his son, Isaac, gives us-some information on the
subject and can be found in Genesis 24.

Abraham is called the "Friend of God" three times
in Scripture (Isa. 41:8; II Chron. 20:7; JOs. 2:23),
and God said about him,

"For I know him, that he will command his
children after him, and they shall keep the
way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment."

¥ Abraham was Widling to leave his native land and
family behind to follow God's instructions. He was
@ALkgﬁn$ in qQbeving.Gad and his ggxamplg of participa-
tion in the choice of a mate for Isaac is probably
about as close to ideal as can be found.

Isaac was forty years old when he married
Rebekah, which is remarkable. The Scripture gives
no indication that he tried to find a wife for
himself.

When Kﬁfgﬁih put his mind to finding a wife for

(1) He decided to go back to his brother's
family in order to keep the racial stock
pure.

(2) Not being able to go himself, pe_sent
his personal ass1stant—-ﬁ.&iﬂﬁiﬁd-ﬁﬁ:&&ﬂ}/
the eldest in his employ--one who "ruled
over all that he had."-This man obviously
had a relationship with Abraham's God and
took his responsibility very seriously.

(3) He invcked God's help and participation in

the choice--and he made this plain to the
servant.
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The servant made an "agreement" with God on the
way, by which he would be able to tell which woman was
the right one for Isaac. 4 Since the circumstances worked
out in just the way the servant requested, we must
assume God, did participate in this choice of wife for
Isaac.

When the servant told Rebekah's family orf his
mission, he recounted to them all the details of the
circumstances which led him to them.® He wanted them to
be able to be confident in his authority. The.braceletks
and..earring..which-he gawve..to. Rebekah..at..the well
apparently were.some.sort. qf.reliable identification
hecause..they--figured..in.the.. family!s.ready.reception
of. the. sexvant. (v. 30).

The reaction of Laban to the servant's story doesn't
seem to indicate that Rebekah had any choice in the
matter (laban just said, in effect, "God is in this,
so what is the question? Take Rebekah and go!"

But the servant's original question to Abraham was,
"Peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow
me?" And Abraham's answer was "If the woman will not
be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from
this my oath."

So from Abraham's point of view, the choice was the
woman's. In the end, when the family tried to delay their
departure, Rebekah was the one who made the decision to
leave immediately. So she must have been willing.

So this was not an impersonal decision made by the’
parents for the children. All parties concerned seemed
to realize the circumstances had been guided by God, and
with the physical evidence presented by the servant (gifts
for the family and for Rebekah) the girl's family was
assured that the servant was indeed telling the truth
about Isaac's ability to take care of their daughter.

Today we have difficulty accepting the fact that g
happy..marriage. can.result.from. the.parents' decisian,
rather than a choice made by the people who are actually
getting married. 1In this case, Isaac apparently was
agreeable with his father's way of doing things, and
it was assumed that Rebekah had the power to say yes or
no. It is evident from the story that Abraham had
given a _ great.deal. af..thought..to.the..matter.beforehand,
and when he did _act, he.included God in the: decisiod.

¥ If these considerations were present, there would
probably not be so many objections to parents choosing
their children's mates. However, not all parents are as
faithful as Abraham. Even his own son, Isaac, failed to
follow through in governing his family.
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ABRAHAM'S DESCENDANTS

w~The communication in Isaac and Rebekah s marriage
apparently was not what it should have been--there wak
favoritism,.practiced. by the twa.paréntd and Rebekah
reserked. o . manipulation, a;;d,_,;\nfrlque te qet her way.

Their son Esau seemed not to understand the importance
of choosing a proper mate. He initially took two wives
for himself from the local Canaanite girls, and then
later on (when he realized his parents didn't like his
wives) he married a third wife, from Ishmael's line, to
appease them! — _

Jacgb, their second son, married two women, having
children by them and their women servants. The Bible
narrative seems to imply that Jacob never did love Leah
and she was constantly trying to please him and do things
to induce him to love her as much as Rachel.

And finally, we have the story of Judah (Jacob's
fourth son by Leah). He married a Canaanite woman, who
bore him two sons--both of whom were killed by God because
they were so wicked! Later he fathered two more sons by
his daughter-in-law, by means of fornication.

v This illustrates how things can degenerate in just a
few generations. Qggm;g§;;u;;§_ugmxaﬁtaachmoun,childreq_ymu
His Way. <3Children will learn a great deal from their
parents' examplg, bﬁt;teachlng:must_accompany “thes right

example.

As time went on, humanity lost more and more truth
on the proper, loving government of the family. And while
Abraham set the proper example and taught his family God's
Way, his children and grandchildren did not. So there are
very few good examples, even in Scripture, of people who
had successful marriages and happy family life.
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POLYGAMY

God has never recommended or condoned polygamy. Yet
six generations after Adam, Lamech (of the line of Cain)
took two wives. This act, recorded in Genesis 4:19, is the
first mention of polygamy.

- Why. wauld, a..man.want.two,wives? Where did he get the idea?
A likely answer can be found in God's original command to
replenish the earth--to_procreate--to have children.

If you can imagine a world lacking television, radio,
movies, restaurants and other forms of entertainment,
evenings were probably filled with reminisces centered
around the stories Adam and Eve had to tell of their
encounters with God.

Adam was probably around 650 years old at the time Lamech
married. Lifetimes were so long before the flood that 10
generations were alive all at one time--contrasted with a max-
imum of 5 today.

When human beings are not sincerely seeking to live God's
way, we have a way of hearing only part of the truth,
exaggerating some elements of the truth and ignoring what

we don't want to hear. While ignoring the principle of
becoming one flesh with one's wife, men exaggerated the
command to have children. And what better way to have a
larger family than to have two or more wives?

In addition, the.pravailing. artitude.cf.society was
hased, on Satanls attitude af.)get.and.take for.oneself."”
If a man were to homestead a lot of property and acgquire
large herds of animals, he needed help--manpower. Numerous
examples in the Bible show children were used to tend their
father's flocks and herds and to help with chores.

Then, as now, physical possessions were symbols of status.
The more you have, the more important you appear. So a man
who could support two wives and their children obviously
appeared more affluent and prosperous than the man who had
only one.

The practice of polygamy always means a lower status for
women, and the practice of polygamy always introduces stress
and strife iato the family.

It might appear that polygamy was a widespread practice
in the 0l1d Testament, but the male/female ratio in popula-
tion would not allow this. The Bible account ndmes primar-
ily rulers and individuals of wealth when describing
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polygamy. . The common populace could not have afforded
to support multiple wives, even if they had been avail-
able, to say nothing of the children they would bear.

Something to think about: The 0ld Testament record |
shows that even the sons of servant women were consid-
ered to be the legitimate heirs of the man who fathered
them. Even though polygamy was not what God intended,
it still is not as harmful to children as our contem-
porary situation where countless children are without
a legal father.

Today if a man fathers a child outside marriage, that
child is considered "illigitimate”--unwanted by his father
and the sole responsibility of the mother. 1In OT society
there wasn't any such thing as an unwanted child. Every
child had a father, and that father claimed the child as
his own.

It is important to remember that even God's people are
the unwitting - and often unknowing - victim of Satan's

society. Just because a person was commended by God for
his attitude of willing obedience did not mean he led

a perfect life or that he had rooted out, or even recon-
gnized, all the bad elements in the society around him.

We grow up taking for granted what we are taught and
what is practiced around us. It takes a lifetime of
conscious effort to eliminate "the world" from our
way of doing things -~- and then only because of God's
revelation and help.
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SLAVERY

In Israel, slavery was the accepted way of coping
with overwhelming debt. Heads of household were obli-
gated to sell themselves and/or their wives and children
as slaves when there was no other way to pay their debts.
But it was a for a specified and limited time, and they
were always automatically freed either in the seventh
year (the Sabbath year) or in the forty-ninth (Jubilee).

There were twé clagses of slaves in Israel:
(1) 'Israelite slavesy (menservants, maidservants)

were slaves for a specified and limited time
to pay a debt.

"(2) TForeign slaves were taken from other nations

either in war or as an qpLtright.puxnchase. They
were slaves for life.

ISRAELITE SLAVES

1. If a person defaulted in a debt, he could sell him-
self and/or his wife and children to someone for
payment. Or the person to whom he owed the debt
could sell him or his children to someone else.
Lev. 25:9; Matt., 13:25; II Kings 4:1.

2. If a person was arrested for stealing and couldn't
pay back the owner he could be sold to pay the debt.
Gen. 43:18; Ex. 22:1-1.

3. The_dga;ﬁcpgpalxywwaswgiuénmtomanynnawyhc.kidnapped
Al lite.with.the._.intent . ta.sell.bim.as.a.slaxe.
Deut. 24:7A,

4. Servants were an integral part of the household
and participated in religious services and rites
with their masters.

Sabbath: . Ex. 2@, Feast: Deut. 16:11
Circumcisions . Gen. 17:13
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Foreign slaves and Israelite servants were to be

treated differently. The Israelite was to be freed
either at the end of six years (Deut. 15:12-18) or
at the Jubilee (Lev. 25:39-46).x Gad: counted Israel

as. HIS .servantis. Lewv. 25:55l NT:# Rom..6:22,

It . was..an.lsraelitel s_.d;;.t_x_j;q__hw an.laraelita.slave
from. a.foreign owner_so thaf he gould be freed at
Jukiles. Lev. 25:58.

Israelite and foreign maidservants and female slaves
received special consideration.
Ex. 21:7-11; Deut. 21:10-14.

HOREIGN .SLAVES

EQre W§M@Wm~hﬂw
Num.::31:25z Deut.s-2L210<14.,

. . Bondmen and bondmaids could be bought from the

heathen. They were slaves forever. Lev. 25:39-46.

I1f a _freeman and hondmaid were inualuwed in FJELTESEH,
ere to be scourged (not put to death) and he
gave.a-tkespass Qffering. ‘EEWIIIKIZEZA.

A foreign slave was the physical property of the

master (Lev. 25:44-46). 0ld Testament laws illus-
trate the rights and privileges of the slave class
were considerably lower than those of the free man.

Ex. 21:20, 21, 26-27, 32.
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THEN AND NOW

Having lived in Western free Democracy, we consider
the practice of slavery to be unacceptable and abhorrent.
We are repulsed by the thought of human beings not having
free choice in the conduct of their own affairs. We are
uncomfortable with a class system where it is accepted
that one person is better than another.

However, the system God provided for Israel was much
more just to everyone concerned. For instance, in the
case of debt, today a person goes into bankruptcy, which
means:

(l)>*his creditors will probably never be paid
the full amount they are owed.

(2) the person going into bankruptcy will carry
that on his credit record for life.

Br.contrast, in Israel forty-nine years was the
longest period a family could be held as servants. The
recommended procedure was for Israelites to help their
brother in hard times and make it possible for him to
be released after six years (see Deut. 15:7-18). At his
release he was free, his homestead was returned to him
and he (and his descendants) had a ¢lean_slate and a
¢hanca~for.a.new.stast.

The practice of acquiring bondslaves through war
dates back to the most ancient times. God's laws and
judgments regarding the treatment of foreign slaves were
designed to protect the slave from abuse. God reminded
Israel, "Remember what it was like to be a slave in
Egypt"--instructing them to treat their slaves as they
wished they had been treated.

FQreign. women.were.nat to be given Israelite
Gitizenship because there was a very real danger that
they would bring their pagan_practices with them, intro-
duce them into Israelite homes and subvert the True
Religion from within. This happened anyway, since Israel
obeyed God only sporadically.
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CONCUBINAGE

A.concubine,in 0ld Testament society was a woman
who was drawn of the slave class who, through marriage-
fo.her master, yas.ralsed.ta..a.limited.wife.shatus.

A concubine was of the slave class and could either be
Israelite or foreign.

4 The children of a concubine were considered to be
the man's legal heirs (although pot wikh. the. same

inheritance.as.his wife!s.children). A concubine (that
is, a woman of limited wife status) could not be resold

into slavery.

There was a sharp difference in God's commanded
treatment of an Israelite free woman and a foreign
female slave. Anytime you have more than one wife--
whether or not one is a slave--neither wife can have as
much status as she would if she were the only one.

It was inevitable that the sharp demarcation between
wives of free status and women slave-wives or concubines
should become hazy. The lot of a concubine or female
slave could be a very cruel one, depending upon the
master. And this same kind of man would have been
likely to treat his real wife with less than respect
and honor.
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THE WIDOW

In the nation of Israel all women were.under.the
bratection. andaauthormtj.gi_gégpg;_;bg;;_ﬁa@hg;ng;_;hg;r
bnsbfal;d isas. fothsir beneldt. Dot nakarially. and

However, a widow--having neither husband nor living

father--was uniquely glone._and_respon
welfigre. This is illustrated by the laws regarding

vows _nade by women. (see . Nuphers.i0) .

The most basic laws of the nation of Israel provided
for the physical needs and legal protection of widows.
For example:

(1) Third Tithe was saved for the benefit of
widows and others. Deut. 26:12-15; 14:28-28

(2) During harvest, areas of the fields were to
be deliberately untouched so that widows and
others could come get food. Deut. 24:19-22

(3) Judges were charged to be especially careful
and fair in court cases involving a widow's
welfare. She could be easily taken advantage
to the profit of unprincipled men. Deut. 24:
17-18; 27:19; Mal. 3:5

(4) If there was an unmarried man in her husband's
family, a widow customarily married him in
order to remain in the family and so that an
heir could be provided for her dead husband.
This custom was called the Levirate. .q.aum

The MW&MW
fr wigows:
(1) EXexy:Christiayg has the pesponsibility of

elel KAQS“QM%$QM§WWW£ they
know. YlamesiL#2A

(2) mThedrelatived of a widow have a physical
obligation to take care of their widow.
i tvia SIS A RIS N

(3) ¢gareiof the..widows of the Church was gelé&t
gated to a special "committee" of (deacons
The organization of the early Church provided
for the needs of widows with no means of
support. &ctss6:I=5:. L. Tim..5:3,7.9-14

(4) Ipungammuldows«wepevencouragedmtomiﬁmazxy
if..possible. T 'Tim. 51—l
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God has special concern for widows because they have
no physical protector and provider. If a widow looks to
God to watch out for her, He will take special action
to protect her from anyone who would take advantage of
her wvulnerability. Note these two passages:

"Sing unto God, sing praises to His Name . .
A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the
widows, is God in His holy habitation.

(Psalms 68:4~5)

"Ye.shall not afflict any.widaw,, or fatherless
child. 1If thou afflict them in any wise, and
they cry at all unto me, L. will.surely.hear .
their. cry; and my wrath.shall wax hof, and”I
will kill you with the sword; and your wives
shall be widows, and your children fatherless.™

¢Exodus: 22:22-24)

See also Psalms. 146:%® and Proverbs, 15:25.

Today, as well as in ancient Israel, the widow's
welfare is not protected. PRrophecies.which give.the
reasons..for, Israel!s.coming punishment, enumerate vivid
examples of our _failure to. take,care»aﬁ,theww;dow For
examples, see Zechariah 7:9-14;%Isafab I:17-23 and

‘TJeremiah 7:3-7A
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